 THE GUIDING MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
0.     
INTRODUCTION
A.
One of the primary roles of the Holy Spirit is that of guide. (John 16:13; Rom. 8:14; Gal. 5:18)

· When we are filled with the Holy Spirit, He does not control us like a puppet.

· God is not going to violate our free will and force us to do His will.

· We will never lose our freedom to make mistakes.

· That is why it is so important to develop sensitivity to the Spirit’s leading in our lives.

B.
Sensitivity to the leading of the Holy Spirit is the way to find the will of God, but God expects us to use our minds in the process.  Zeal without understanding or enthusiasm without enlightenment does not represent someone who is being guided by the Holy Spirit. 
· We are transformed by the renewing of our minds. (Rom. 12:2)
· We are to learn what is acceptable to the Lord. (Eph. 5:8-10)
· We are to understand what the will of the Lord is. (Eph. 5:15-17)
· We are to let our minds meditate on true, noble, just, and pure things. (Phil. 4:8)

· We are to examine or test everything carefully. (1 Thes. 5:21)

I.     THE KEY TO A SPIRIT-LED WALK IS A NEUTRAL HEART
A. A neutral heart is one that is consumed with discovering what pleases God, rather than being consumed with doing our own will. (Matt. 6:10; Matt. 26:39c; 2 Cor. 5:9; 1 Pet. 4:2)
B. A neutral heart seeks to do God’s perfect will from the heart. (Eph. 6:6)
· Those who do God’s will are the brothers and sisters of Christ. (Mark 3:35)

· Those who do God’s will are true worshippers of God. (John 9:31)

· Those who do God’s will abide forever. (1 John 2:17)

C. Unless we have a neutral heart, our tendency will be to confuse our will with God’s will and we end up doing what is right in our own eyes. (Deut. 12:8; Prov. 12:15a; Prov. 21:2) 
D. How do we know that we are being guided by the Holy Spirit?  There are three landmarks that will confirm we are on the right path.

II.    LANDMARK #1 – THE PEACE OF GOD 
A. The presence of God’s peace assures us that we are in step with the Holy Spirit. (Phil. 4:6-7)
· The Holy Spirit will guard our hearts; i.e., our emotions will be steady. (John 14:27)
· The Holy Spirit will guard our minds; i.e., our thoughts will be stable. (Jam. 1:6b-8)
B. The absence of God’s peace suggests that we may be out of step with the Holy Spirit.
III.    LANDMARK #2 – OUR CONSCIENCE
A. The conscience is that inner God-given capacity within each of us to discern right from wrong. (Rom. 2:14-15)
· The Holy Spirit uses the conscience as a primary avenue of communication. (Rom. 9:1)

· A clear conscience for the believer is a life in harmony with the Holy Spirit. (2 Cor. 1:12;     1 Tim. 3:9; 2 Tim. 1:3; Heb. 10:22)
B. The Holy Spirit renews our minds through a reprogrammed conscience. (Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:23)
· He warns us of moral and spiritual danger through our conscience. (Acts 20:23)

· He empowers us to correctly discern or evaluate what is and is not of God. (2 Cor. 4:2)

· He convicts us of sin through our conscience. (John 8:9; 16:8; Acts 24:16; 1 Pet. 3:15-16)

IV.    LANDMARK #3 – THE WORD OF GOD
A. The Bible is the primary source of guidance available to the believer; it is the mind of God in print. (Josh. 1:8; Psa. 119:105; 2 Tim. 3:14-15)
· The Holy Spirit inspired the Scriptures. (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20-21)
· The Holy Spirit illuminates the Scriptures. (Psa. 119:18; John 16:13-15; 1 Cor. 2:10-13)
B. The Bible is our most valuable landmark, because it is the most objective.
C. Unless we read the Bible regularly, we will never experience the Sprit-filled life. (John 6:63; 8:47)
· The peace of God will elude us, since we will never be sure of God’s will.

· Our conscience will be unreliable, since it is not being renewed by the Word of God.

· Our wisdom will be foolishness, since we will be ignorant of the truth. (John 17:17)
