  TRAINING GOD’S FLOCK
Titus 2:1-10
I.      THE INTENT FOR TRAINING THE FLOCK
A. To explain sound doctrine. – “Speak the things that are proper for sound doctrine.” (vs. 1)
· The word “sound” (Greek: “hugies”) is the word from which we get “hygiene”.
· Sound doctrine means healthy teaching and it leads to spiritual well-being.
B. To encourage self-control.
· Older men – “be sober, reverent, temperate” (vs. 2)

· Older women – “be reverent in behavior” (vs. 3)

· Younger women – “be discreet, chaste” (vs. 5)

· Younger men – “be sober-minded” (vs. 6)

C. To emphasize suitable behavior.
· Older men – “be sound in faith, in love, in patience” (vs. 2)

· Older women – “not slanderers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things” (vs. 3)

· Younger women – “to love their husbands, to love their children, … homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands” (vs. 4-5)

D. To exemplify saint-like conduct. – “In all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works.” (vs. 7)
· Consistency of life with teaching may be the most important aspect of effective teaching based on Jesus harsh words to religious hypocrites. (Matt. 15:7-8; 23:3, 13)
· Paul was always an example to those he taught. (1 Cor. 11:1; Phil. 3:17; 2 Thes. 3:9)
· Paul informed Timothy that he was to be an example to his flock. (1 Tim. 4:12)  

 II.     THE EXTENT FOR TRAINING THE FLOCK 
A. Train to the extent “that the word of God may not be blasphemed”. (vs. 5)
· Unbelievers judge the truth and power of the word of God by the way believers live.
· Example: David gave occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme when he committed adultery with Bathsheba and had Uriah killed. (2 Sam. 12:13-14)
· If we claim to be transformed by the word of God, then we had better live like we have been transformed. (Matt. 5:16; 2 Cor. 3:3) 

B. Train to the extent “that one who is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you.” (vs. 8)
· When an opponent makes an unfounded charge against a believer, the godly life of the believer should be so obvious that the accuser is embarrassed by his false criticism. 
· If we live a godly life, some, who originally slandered us, will later glorify God because of our godly deeds. (1 Pet. 2:12) 
C. Train to the extent “that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things.” (vs. 10)

· The word “adorn” (Greek: “kosmeo”) is the word from which we get “cosmetics”.
· What makes the doctrine of God attractive to the world is not the ministries or the programs of the church, but the godliness of its people. 
D. To sum it up, we train “til we all come to the unity of faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ”. (Eph. 4:12-13)
 III.    THE CONTENT FOR TRAINING THE FLOCK
A. The sound doctrine shall show “integrity”. (vs. 7)
· The doctrine shall be taught fully in accordance with Scripture. (2 Tim. 4:2; Tit. 1:9)
· The goal of training is not to promote the philosophies of the world. (Col. 2:8)
· This requires diligence in the study of God’s Word. (2 Tim. 2:15)  

 The sound doctrine shall show “reverence”. (vs. 7)

· The doctrine shall be taught in a dignified and reverent manner. (1 Tim. 4:13)
· The goal of training is not to entertain the hearers. (2 Tim. 4:3-4)
· This requires discernment to focus on the important and not the trivial. (1 Tim. 6:20) 

B. The sound doctrine shall show “incorruptibility”. (vs. 7) 
· The doctrine shall be taught using appropriate language. (1 Tim. 6:3-4)
· The goal of training is not to get down to gutter-level speech. (Eph. 4:29-30)
· This requires distinction in the proclamation of the word. (1 Tim. 4:6-7)
