THE MOUNTAIN TOP EXPERIENCE – HIS TRANSFIGURATION
Luke 9:28-36 
I. THE INTRODUCTION OF THE EVENT (vs. 28)  
A. “Now, it came to pass, about eight days after these sayings…” 
· Life’s most important question: Who is Jesus? (vs. 18-22)

· Sayings about being a disciple of Jesus Christ. (vs. 23-27)
·   The principles of discipleship: self-denial, cross-bearing and obedience. (vs. 23)

·   The paradox of discipleship: those who abandon self-interests will be saved. (vs. 24-25; Luke 17:33; John 12:25)

·    The perseverance of discipleship: unashamed of Christ and His words. (vs. 26; Rom. 1:16; Phil. 1:20; 2 Tim. 1:12; 1 Pet. 4:16)
B. “He took Peter, John and James and went up on the mountain to pray.”
· He took three men with Him because the law requires 2 or 3 witnesses for a matter to be established. (Deut. 19:15; Matt. 18:16; 2 Cor. 13:1; 1 Tim. 5:19; Heb. 10:28)
· He took the three men from His inner circle. (Mark 14:32-33; Luke 8:49-51)
II.     THE TRANSFORMATION OF JESUS CHRIST (vs. 29)

A. “The appearance of His face was altered.”
· Matthew wrote He was “transfigured” [Greek: “metamorphoo” from which we get “metamorphosis”] so that “His face shown like the sun.” (Matt. 17:2a) 
· The veil of His flesh was pulled back to reveal a brief glimpse of His divine glory. 
B. “His robe became white and glistening.”
· Matthew wrote “His clothes became as white as the light.” (Matt. 17:2b)

· Mark wrote “His clothes became …exceedingly white, like snow.” (Mark 9:3b)
· His clothes actually glowed, since the Greek word for “glistening” means “emitting light” or “flashing like lightning”, and Mark wrote “His clothes became shining.” (Mark 9:3a)
 III.    THE CONVERSATION WITH MOSES AND ELIJAH (vs. 30-31) 
A. “Two men talked with Him, who were Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory.” 
· Moses, who represented the law, was the greatest leader in Israel’s history. 
· Elijah, who represented the prophets, was the greatest prophet in Israel’s history.
· They appeared in glorified bodies which retained their identities. (1 John 3:2)
B. They “spoke of His decease which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.”
· The word translated “decease” is the Greek word “exodus” which means “departure”.
· Christ’s departure would be accomplished according to the predetermined plan of God. (Mark 10:45; Acts 2:23; 4:27-28)
· Christ’s life was not taken from Him; He laid it down. (John 10:17-18)
IV.    THE REACTION OF THE THREE DISCIPLES (vs. 32-33)

A. “But Peter and those with him were heavy with sleep.”
· They “had been overcome with sleep.” [NASB]
· This had been a divine induced sleep to keep the disciples from interrupting. 
B. “When they were fully awake, they saw His glory and the two men who stood with Him.”
· The three disciples witnessed Christ in His divine glory. (John 1:14; 2 Pet. 1:16-17)
C. “Peter said to Jesus, ‘It is good for us to be here’.”
· Peter thought they were witnessing the inauguration of the kingdom of God. 
D. “Let us make three tabernacles … not knowing what he said.”
· Although he was in the presence of the supernatural, it didn’t stop Peter from offering suggestions to the Lord about what should be done.

· Peter should have been still instead of talking. (Psa. 37:7a; 46:10a; Isa. 41:1a)
· Business is one of the greatest deterrents to knowing God. 
 V.   THE PROCLAMATION OF GOD THE FATHER (vs. 34-36) 

A. “A voice came out of the cloud.” 
· The cloud was a visible indication of God’s presence. (Ex. 13:21; 16:10; 24:16; 40:35)
· The disciples fell down terrified. (Matt. 17:6; Isa. 6:4-5; Ezek. 1:28)
B. “This is My beloved Son, Hear Him!”
· Jesus said “Arise, and do not be afraid.” (Matt. 17:7)
