THE TOMB – HIS RESURRECTION
John 19:30-20:21 
“For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scrip-tures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.” (1 Cor. 15:3-4)
I.     
FACT – JESUS CHRIST DIED ON THE CROSS (John 19:30-42)
A. The witnesses of the death of Jesus. (John 19:30-35)
· The Roman soldiers who were experienced executioners did not break Jesus’ legs because they were convinced that He was dead. (John 19:33)
· The spear thrust into Jesus’ side proved that Jesus was dead. (John 19:34)
· John saw with his own eyes that Jesus was dead. (John 19:35)

· The commander reported to Pilate that Jesus was dead. (Mark 15:43-45)
B. The witnesses of the burial of Jesus. (John 19:38-42) 
· Joseph of Arimathea, a council member. (John 19:38; Matt. 27:57-60; Luke 23:50-53)
· Nicodemus, the teacher of Israel. (John 19:39; John 3:9-10)
 II.    
THE WITNESS OF THE EMPTY TOMB (John 20:1-10)
A. Initially, the women thought Christ’s body had been stolen. (John 20:2, 15)

B. The undisturbed grave clothes were evidence of the resurrection.
· If the body had been stolen, it would have been stolen still wrapped in the grave cloths.
·   
If the disciples stole the body, they would not dishonor Christ’s body by tearing off the grave cloths.
·    If grave robbers stole the body, they would not have left the linen cloths containing expensive spices behind. 
· This was enough evidence for John to believe in the resurrection. (John 20:8)
C. The possibility of the disciples going to the wrong tomb is not a viable option.
· The women knew where Christ was buried. (Mark 15:47)
· Joseph and Nicodemus knew where Christ was buried and they would have directed the disciples to the correct tomb.
· The Jewish leaders knew where Christ was buried and they would have produced the body to prove that Jesus was still dead.  
III.    THE WITNESS OF THE CLINGING WOMAN (John 20:11-18)

A. The first person to see the resurrected Christ was a woman, Mary Magdalene. (Mark 16:9)
· This is interesting because her witness would have been regarded as legally inadmissible.
· The only reason for John to include this evidence in his narrative is because it was true.
B. Notice how physical the body of the resurrected Jesus is.
· His body has shape and form; He is not a ghost.
· His body can be held on to and gripped tightly. (John 20:17)

IV.    THE WITNESS OF THE HIDING DISCIPLES (John 20:19-21)

A. The disciples were assembled in a locked room in Jerusalem going over the events of the day. 

· Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene. (John 20:18; Mark 16:9-11)
· Jesus had appeared to other women as they were leaving the cemetery. (Matt. 28:8-9)
· Jesus had appeared to two disciples on the road to Emmaus. (Mark 16:12-13; Luke 24:31-33)
· Jesus had appeared to Simon Peter. (Luke 24:34)
B. Jesus suddenly appeared to the disciples minus Thomas. (John 20:19-21)
· He showed them evidence of the wounds in His hands and His side. (John 20:20)
· He asked His disciples to touch Him to prove He was real. (Luke 24:36-40)
· He ate broiled fish and some honey to confirm He was not a spirit. (Luke 24:41-43) 
V.
THE IMPORTANCE OF BELIEVING IN THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST
A.
To reject Christ’s resurrection is to invent another Jesus. (2 Cor. 11:3-4a)
B.
To reject Christ’s resurrection is to call God the Father a liar. (Rom. 1:1-4)
C.
To reject Christ’s resurrection is to remain outside the sphere of salvation. (Rom. 10:9)
D.  
To reject Christ’s resurrection renders any professed belief in Him meaningless. (1 Cor. 15:14)
