THE PARTING – HIS ASCENSION
Luke 24:49-53; Acts1:1-11 
0.    
INTRODUCTION TO THE ASCENSION

A. The most frequently neglected event in Jesus’ earthly ministry.
B. It does not mark the end of Jesus’ ministry on earth; it does not mark the cessation but the continuation of His work. – “… all that Jesus began both to do and teach …” (Acts 1:1) 
I.     
THE TIMING OF THE ASCENSION
A. The ascension occurred 40 days (almost 6 weeks) after the resurrection. (Acts 1:3)  
B. During this 40 day period Jesus accomplished the following with His disciples: 
· He affirmed with many convincing proofs that He was raised from the dead. (Acts 1:3a)
· He completed their instruction on Old Testament messianic theology on the Kingdom of God. (Acts 1:3b)
· He opened their eyes so they could understand the Scriptures. (Luke 24:45)

· He gave them the great commission. (Matt. 28:16-20; Mark 16:15)
· He commanded that they stay in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit had come. (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-5)
 II.    
THE LOCATION OF THE ASCENSION
A. Near Bethany which is a village just outside Jerusalem. (Luke 24:50a)
B. On the Mount of Olives - Bethany is on the back slope of the Mount of Olives. (Acts 1:12)
III.    THE WITNESSES OF THE ASCENSION
A. The disciples were there. (Acts 1:13)
B. Two angels were there. (Acts 1:10)
IV.
THE EVENTS OF THE ASCENSION
A. He blessed them. (Luke 24:50b)
B. He promised them the empowering of the Holy Spirit. (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8)
C. He ascended into a cloud while His disciples looked on. (Luke 24:51; Acts 1:9) 
· It took place in a decisive way leaving no doubt that this was a final departure.
· Jesus would not be reappearing as He had been doing for the last 40 days.

· This cloud was real, but it was also symbolic of the presence of the glory of God. (1 Tim 3:16; Ex. 13:21; 33:9-10; 1 Kings 8:10-11)

D. The angels explained that He will return in the same manner as He left. (Acts 1:11)
E. The disciples worshipped Christ. (Luke 24:52a)
F. The disciples returned to Jerusalem with great joy. (Luke 24:52b)
V.
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ASCENSION
A. It accomplished the reunion between the Son and the Father.  (John 16:28; 20:17)
B. It marked the completion of His earthly mission. (John 17:4; 19:30)
C. It was the end of His human limitation. (John 17:5)

D. It was the introduction to His exaltation and coronation. (Acts 2:32-33, 36; Eph. 1:20-21)
E. It was the signal to send His Holy Spirit. (John 16:7)

F. It was the groundbreaking for preparing our heavenly home. (John 14:1-3)

G. It introduced Christ as head of the church. (Eph. 1:22)

H. It kicked off the ministry of evangelism by the church. (Acts 1:8)
I.    It began His provision of gifted men to lead the church. (Eph. 4:8)

J. It marked the start of His High Priestly work interceding for believers. (Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25)
K. It marked His triumph over Satan. (Heb. 2:14; 1 John 3:8)

L. It was a precursor of His Second Coming. (Acts 1:10; Zech. 14:1a, 4)
