A TRUE DISCIPLE IS A SLAVE OF CHRIST
“Likewise he who is called while free is Christ’s slave.  
You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men.” (1 Cor. 7:22b-23)
I.     THE MEANING OF THE WORD “DOULOS”
A. There are many terms used to describe followers of Christ: children of God, citizens of heaven, lights to the world, sheep of His flock, but the word used most often is slave [doulos].
B. The Greek word “doulos” is nearly always translated as “bondservant”, but it should actually be translated “slave”.  The translators used “bondservant” because “slave” had such a bad stigma. [“Doulos” appears 124 times, but KJV uses English word “slave” only once.] 
· A bondservant was hired; a slave was owned. (1 Cor. 6:20; 1 Cor. 7:23)

· A bondservant had freedom of choice (they could choose who they worked for and what they did); a slave had no freedom and no rights, and must have absolute submission and unconditional obedience to his owner. (John 14:15; 1 John 2:3-4; 1 John 5:3)

C. The primary concern of a slave of Christ is to please Christ, to do what is right in His eyes.      (Eph. 5:10, 17; 6:6b-7; 1 Thes. 2:4)

· A slave of Christ is not intent on pleasing men. (Gal. 1:10)
· A slave of Christ is not intent on pleasing himself. (2 Cor. 4:5)
 II.    THE PARALLELS BETWEEN BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY AND FIRST-CENTURY SLAVERY
A. Exclusive Ownership (Gal. 5:24; Tit. 2:14)
B. Complete Submission (1 John 2:3; 3:22)
C. Singular Devotion (John 12:26; 2 Cor. 5:9; Col. 1:10; 1 Thes. 4:1) 

D. Total Dependence (Matt. 6:31-33; 2 Cor. 9:8; Phil. 4:13, 19)
E. Personal Accountability (Rom. 14:12; 2 Cor. 5:10; 2 Tim. 4:8)
III.    
CONFESSING JESUS AS LORD 

A. According to Rom. 10:9, there are two conditions for salvation:

· We must confess with our mouth that Jesus is Lord.

· We must believe in our heart that God raised Jesus from the dead.

B. The word “Lord” (Greek: “kyrios”) occurs nearly 750 times in the New Testament.
· Its fundamental meaning is “master” or “owner”.

· “Kyrios” and “doulos” are two sides of the same relationship.

· When we confess Jesus as Lord, we are simultaneously confessing Him as Master and ourselves as His willing slaves.
C. If Jesus is our Lord, we will live for Him. (Rom. 14:7-8; 2 Cor. 5:15)

D. If Jesus is our Lord, we will not live for ourselves. (Luke 9:23) 
IV.    WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING TWO STATEMENTS WOULD YOU RATHER HEAR FROM CHRIST?

A. “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven. … I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me’.” (Matt. 7:21, 23)
B. “Well done, good and faithful servant [“doulos” = slave]; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.” (Matt. 25:23)
V.
THE PARADOXES OF BEING SLAVES OF CHRIST
A. Slavery brings freedom. 
· Although they think they are free, all unbelievers are slaves to sin. (Rom. 6:16-18)

· Slavery to Christ makes us free from sin, guilt and condemnation. (Rom. 6:22; John 8:36)
B. Slavery ends prejudice and partiality.
· When believers realize that every believer is a slave of Christ, then we will serve one another with humility and gladness. (Mark 10:44; Phil. 2:3)
C. Slavery magnifies grace. 
· God not only calls us to be His slaves, He also enables us to be faithful to that calling.      (1 Cor. 15:10; Phil. 2:12-13)
D. Slavery illustrates salvation. 

· The gospel message of eternal life includes the lordship of Jesus Christ. (Matt. 11:28-29; Acts 2:36; 16:31; Rom. 10:9; Heb. 5:9)
