Backsliding and rejection
Jeremiah 2:1-37

“Backsliding” mentioned 13 times. (Jere. 2:19; 3:6, 8, 11, 12, 14, 22 [twice]; 5:6; 8:5; 14:7; 31:22; 49: 4)
It is a term used by the prophets to describe Israel’s faithlessness to God. (Isa. 57:17; Hos. 11:7, 14:4)  Backsliding is not only a term that is applicable to a nation; it is also applicable to individuals.
I.     THE TRAITS OF BACKSLIDING (2:1-19)
A. Backsliding does not occur suddenly. (vs. 1-5)
· Loyalty and love for God erodes away little by little.

· Judah was devoted to God in its youth (“you went after Me”), but eventually they followed idols (“[you] have gone far from Me”). 
B. Backsliding may not be noticed. (vs. 6)
· Backsliders are usually totally unaware that they are moving away from God. 
· “They did not say, ‘Where is the Lord?’” because they did not know they had strayed.
C. Backsliding often occurs in times of blessing. (vs. 7)
· It is much easier to stray from God when everything is going right, than when everything is going wrong. (Deut. 8:10-14; Rev. 3:15-17)

· The danger is that we become blessing-centered rather than God-centered. (Hos. 13:6)

D. Backsliding flourishes under bad leadership. (vs. 8)
· The prophets, priests and shepherds strayed from God. (Jere. 5:30-31; 10:21)
· The prophets did not know God. (Jere. 23:16-17, 21-22)
· The leaders (“the great men”) rebelled against God. (Jere. 5:5-6)
· The prophets and priests followed after false Gods. (Jere. 23:11-14)
· Almost without exception, leaders set the pace. (Isa. 9:16)
E. Backsliding involves two specific sins. (vs. 13)

· Backsliding involves forsaking the true God, the fountain of living water. (Jere. 17:13)
· Backsliding involves finding an empty substitute, a completely dry well. (1 Sam. 12:20-21)
F. Backsliding is self-induced. (vs. 17)

· Backsliding is due to our own conduct and actions; we do it to ourselves. (Jere. 4:18)
· Backsliding is not due to influences beyond our control; we cannot blame our church, our spiritual leaders, our spouse, or even Satan if we backslide; it is our own fault. (Jere. 6:17; 7:23-24)
G. Backsliding results in serious consequences. (vs. 19)
· God will punish those who backslide. (Jere. 5:7-9, 29; Ezek. 18:24; 23:35) 
· It isn’t the Lord who loses when we backslide, it is us. (Jere. 5:23-25)
· Our sins will find us out. (Num. 32:23)

· The price of backsliding is very high, but it is a price we choose to pay. (Deut. 30:19)
II.     THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THOSE WHO REJECT GOD (2:29-37)
A. They do not repent when chastened by God. (vs. 30a; Jere. 5:3; 17:23)
B. They do not honor God’s spokesmen. (vs. 30b; Neh. 9:26; Acts 7:51-52)
C. They do not heed the word of God. (vs. 31a; Isa. 30:9-11; Jere. 6:17-19; 13:10; 32:33)
D. They do not answer to God. (vs. 31b; Job 21:14-15; Jere. 7:23-24; 16:12)
E. They do not communicate with God. (vs. 32; Isa. 65:1-3; 66:3b-4)
F. They do not live moral lives. (vs. 33; Jere. 5:7-8; 1 Thes. 4:3-8)

G. They do not have compassion for the poor and helpless. (vs. 34; Prov. 14:31; Matt. 25:41-45)

H. They do not see their sin. (vs. 35; Prov. 30:12; Isa. 64:6-7) 

III.    THE CONSEQUENCES OF REJECTING GOD

A. God rejects those who reject Him. (Jere. 6:28-30; Matt. 10:33)
B. God will bring calamity on people who reject His word. (Jere. 6:19; Ezek. 20:8, 13, 21)

C. Rejecters of God have no wisdom. (Jere. 8:9; Psa. 14:1a)  
