THE LOVE OF A FATHER
Jeremiah 3:11-22
0. INTRODUCTION – Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-24, 32)
A. This parable shows us the attitude of our heavenly Father toward sinners who rebel against Him and then repent – He rejoices. (Luke 15:32)
B. When the prodigal son came to his senses (Luke 15:17), he did two things:

· He got up and went to his father. (Luke 15:20)

· He confessed to his father that he had sinned against God and him. (Luke 15:21) 

C. The father’s response was complete, immediate and unconditional forgiveness. (Luke 15:22)
· His son was given the best robe representing restored honor and dignity. (Luke 15:23a)
· His son was given a ring representing the restored authority of sonship. (Luke 15:23b)
· His son was given sandals representing restored freedom. (Luke 15:23c)
· There was no anger, no strings, and no probation. (Luke 15:24)
· This is the experience of every lost sinner who comes to the Father through faith in Jesus Christ. (John 5:24; Eph. 2:1-5)

· However, this is not a New Testament concept; we also find it in Jeremiah.

I.    MAN’S NEED FOR FORGIVENESS (Jere. 4:22)
A. Scripture makes it clear that all men fall short of the glory of God. (Rom. 3:23)
B. Scripture also makes it clear that because of their sin, men will be punished. (Rom. 6:23) 
C. Jeremiah 3 gives a list of the sins of the people of Israel in Jeremiah’s day:

· They transgressed (i.e., rebelled) against God. (Jere. 3:13a; 2:8; 2:29)
· They were idolaters. (Jere. 3:13b; 2:5; 8:19; 16:18)
· They were disobedient to God. (Jere. 3:13c; 7:26; 9:13)
· They followed the dictates of their own evil hearts. (Jere. 3:17; 7:24; 13:10)
· They turned away from God. (Jere. 3:19; 2:27; 11:10; 32:33)

· They dealt treacherously (i.e. were unfaithful) with God. (Jere. 3:20; 5:11)

· They lived a perverted lifestyle. (Jere. 3:21a; 23:36)
· They had forgotten God. (Jere. 3:21b; 2:32; 13:25; 18:15)

II.    
GOD’S DESIRE TO PROVIDE FORGIVENESS (Jere. 3:12)
A. God does not want anyone to perish. (1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9)
B. That was the case even in the days of the prophets. (Jere. 33:8; Ezek. 18:23, 32; 33:11)
III.    GOD’S REQUIREMENTS FOR FORGIVENESS (Jere. 3:12-13)
A. Rebellious children must return to the Father. (Jere. 3:12, 14, 22)

· If we return to the Father, He will return to us. (Zech. 1:3; Mal. 3:7)

· If we return to the Father, we will receive pardon. (Isa. 55:7)

· If we return to the Father, we will be edified. (Job. 22:23)

B. Rebellious children must acknowledge their sin. (Jere. 3:13; 14:20; 1 John 1:9)
IV.    GOD’S PROMISES OF FORGIVENESS (Jere. 3:12)
A. He will not let His anger fall on us. (Jere. 3:12; Psa. 67:1; 80:3, 7, 19; Num. 6:24-26)

B. He will be merciful. (Jere. 3:12; Isa. 55:7)

C. He will not be angry any longer. (Jere. 3:12; Hos. 14:2, 4)

D. He will give us shepherds. (Jere. 3:15a; Eph. 4:11-13)

· Shepherds who are in accordance with God’s heart. (Jere. 3:15b)
· Shepherds who will feed us with knowledge and understanding. (Jere. 3:15c)
· Shepherds who will feed us so that we no longer fear or are dismayed. (Jere. 23:4)

E. He will heal us of backsliding. (Jere. 3:22; Hos. 14:4)
· He will keep us from slipping. (2 Sam. 22:37; Psa. 17:5; 18:36; 94:18)

· He will keep us from stumbling. (Job 4:4; Jude 1:24)
