THE SEARCH FOR A MAN
Jeremiah 5:1-31
I.   JEREMIAH’S ASSIGNMENT (vs. 1) - “Run to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem; See now and know; And seek in her open places if you can find a man, if there is anyone who executes judgment, who seeks the truth, and I will pardon her.”
A. Jeremiah was to search Jerusalem looking for one honest seeker of the truth.

· God would have spared Sodom if 10 righteous people could have been found. (Gen. 18:32)
· God would have pardoned Jerusalem if one seeker of the truth could have been found.

B. God is always looking for individuals who are seeking the truth, and when they find it, are so committed to it that they will have an impact on the society around them.
C. God uses people who care enough, who dare enough and who share enough to change things.
D. It only takes one committed person to make a difference.  Are you a difference maker?
II.  JEREMIAH’S FINDINGS (vs. 2-28)
A. Jeremiah looked among the people. (vs. 3-4, 7-11, 20-28)
· They refuse to repent. (vs. 3; Jere. 8:6; 25:5; Luke 13:3, 5) 
· They do not know the way of the Lord. (vs. 4; Jere. 4:22; 2 Kings 21:22; Isa. 48:17)

· They forsake God. (vs. 7; Jud. 10:13; 2 Kings 22:17; 2 Chron. 24:20)

· They do not belong to God. (vs. 10; the opposite of Isa. 43:1)

· They are unfaithful to God. (vs. 11; Hosea 5:7; Mal. 2:11)

· They are foolish and senseless with eyes that do not see and ears that do not hear. (vs. 21)

· They have defiant and rebellious hearts. (vs. 23; Job 15:25; Psa. 78:8)
· They have revolted and gone away. (vs. 23; the opposite of 2 Sam. 22:22 & Psa. 18:21)

· They do not fear God. (vs. 24; Neh. 5:9; Ecc. 8:13)

· They exploit others. (vs. 26-28)

B. Jeremiah looked among the leaders. (vs. 5-6, 12-13)
· Their transgressions are many. (vs. 6)

· Their backslidings have increased. (vs. 6)

· They lie about God. (vs. 12)

· They are but wind; the Word is not in them. (vs. 13; see Jere. 23:16-22)

C. Jeremiah’s conclusion:  He could find no one.
· In Isaiah’s day, such a man could not be found. (Isa. 59:16)

· In Ezekiel’s day, such a man could not be found. (Ezek. 22:30)

III.  WHAT KIND OF A PERSON IS GOD LOOKING FOR (Ezek. 22:30)
A. Someone who is not an outsider.
· God uses a person in a society or culture that comes from that society or culture.
· Reason modern missionaries turn churches over to native leaders as soon as possible.
B. Someone who is a wall builder; someone who will make a positive contribution to stem the tide; someone who does more than just talk.
C. Someone who is a gap filler; someone who exposes self to defend against danger; someone who is willing to buck the system and go against popular opinion and political correctness.
IV.  GOD’S EVALUATION OF THE LAND (vs. 30-31c)
A. The land deserves to receive the judgment of God. (vs. 14-17; see Ezek. 22:31)
B. Why?  Because a horrible thing has happened in the land. (vs. 30)
· The prophets prophesy falsely. (vs. 31a; Jere. 14:14; 23:25-26; Ezek. 22:28)
· The priests rule by their own authority. (vs. 31b; Ezek. 22:26)
· The people love it so. (vs. 31c; Isa. 30:9-10; 2 Tim. 4:3-4)
V.  GOD’S QUESTION TO THE PEOPLE (vs. 31d) – “What will you do in the end?”

A. People choose a road in life without considering where it will take them.

B. God is telling the people they should consider the consequences before choosing a life of rebellion against God. (Job. 31:14; Isa. 10:3; Hos. 9:7; Rom. 2:5, 8-9)
