BOASTING
Jeremiah 9:23-24a
23 Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man glory [boast] in his wisdom, Let not the mighty man glory [boast] in his might, Nor let the rich man glory [boast] in his riches; 24 But let him who glories [boasts] glory [boast] in this, That he understands and knows Me.”

I.   THERE IS NO PLACE FOR BOASTING IN SALVATION 
A. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. (Eph. 2:8-9)
B. 23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, … 27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. (Rom. 3:23-24, 27a)
C. We cannot boast in salvation because we were totally depraved and utterly unable to remedy our lost condition. (Eph. 2:1-3, 12; 4:18-19)

D. We cannot boast in salvation because God chose us before we chose Him. (John 6:65; Eph. 1:4; 2 Thes. 2:13; 1 Pet. 1:2a)

E. We cannot boast in salvation because it is a gift from God. (Rom. 6:23; Eph. 2:8)
II.  THERE IS NO PLACE FOR BOASTING IN THE OTHER AREAS OF LIFE
A. We cannot boast about our wisdom because the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. (Jere. 9:23a; 1 Cor. 3:19-21a)
B. We cannot boast about our strength because we will eventually die no matter how strong we are. (Jere. 9:23b; Psa. 90:10)
C. We cannot boast about our wealth because money cannot buy the most important things in life. (Jere. 9:23c; Psa. 49:6-8)
D. We cannot boast about our plans for tomorrow because we don’t know what tomorrow will bring. (Prov. 27:1; Luke 12:16-20; Jam. 4:13-16)
E. We cannot boast about ourselves because every talent, every skill, every attribute, every blessing that we have is a gift from God.  All the credit goes to God. (1 Cor. 4:7)

F. We cannot boast about the service we do for God. (1 Cor. 9:16)

G. We can’t even boast about the blessings God brings into our lives. (2 Cor. 12:1a, 6)

III.  GOD HATES BOASTING 
A. God hates pride which expresses itself in boasting. (1 Sam. 2:3; Prov. 6:16-17a)
B. God hates pride because it violates the two greatest commandments. (Matt. 22:36-39)
· A proud person will not love God with all his heart, soul and mind; he is too pompous and haughty to bow down before his Creator, confess his sins, and submit himself to a life of service to God. 
· A proud person will not love his neighbor as himself; he is too selfish, disregarding the feelings and needs of others.
C. God places those who boast in the same category as those who have a debased mind and those who deserve death. (Rom. 1:28-32; 2 Tim. 3:2-5)
D. God tells the arrogant not to boast anymore, not to blow their own horn. (Psa. 75:4-5)

E. God does not want anyone to boast in His presence. (1 Cor.1:27-29)
IV.  HOWEVER, THERE ARE SOME AREAS WHERE WE CAN BOAST
A. We can boast in the Lord. (1 Cor. 1:30-31)

· Everything about our salvation is from Jesus Christ: He became our wisdom, our righteousness, our sanctification, and our redemption. (vs. 30)
· We have no grounds for boasting because we did not deserve, earn or produce our salvation; the only thing we can do is to boast about what Christ has done for us. (vs. 31)

· We can boast in the cross of Jesus Christ. (Gal. 6:14)

B. According to Jere. 9:24, we can boast that we understand and know God, but the only way we can understand and know Him is if He gives us knowledge and understanding. (1 Cor. 1:21a)
· Understanding of God comes from God. (Job 37:5; Isa. 55:8-9; Eph. 1:16-19; 1 John 5:20)
· Knowledge of God comes from God. (John 17:2-3; Acts 22:14; 1 Cor. 2:10-12; Eph. 3:16-19)
· How well do you understand and know God?  Enough to boast about it?
