JEREMIAH’S MINISTRY AS SPOKESMAN FOR GOD
Jeremiah 14:1-16:9
I.   GOD’S MESSAGE (14:1-6)  
A. Judah mourns because of the drought. (14:1-2)

B. The ground is parched because there is no rain in the land. (14:4)

II.  
JEREMIAH’S INTERCESSION (14:7-9)
A. Jeremiah acknowledges that Judah has backslid and sinned against God. (14:7)
B. Jeremiah petitions that God would not become like a stranger and leave Judah. (14:8-9)
III.  GOD’S RESPONSE (14:10-12; 15:1-9)

A. The people love to wander and have not restrained their feet. (14:10a)
B. Therefore God does not accept them and will punish them for their sins. (14:10b) 

C. God tells Jeremiah not to pray for the people or for their good. (14:11)
D. Prayer for their well-being is useless. (14:12) 
· God would not listen even if Moses or Samuel were praying for the people. (15:1)
· God is going to appoint four ways of destruction for his people. (15:2-4)
· They have rejected God in the past. (15:6a)
· They continue to backslide in the present. (15:6b)
· God’s judgment will come on the people of Judah in the future. (15:6c-7)
IV. JEREMIAH’S STRUGGLE (15:10)
A.
It is not easy being a spokesman for God in a time of judgment. (15:10a)
B.
All the people of the land were cursing Jeremiah. (15:10c)
V.  GOD’S PROMISES (15:11-14)

A.
God promises Jeremiah a purposeful ministry. (15:11a; Rom. 8:28)

“Surely I will set you free for purposes of good.” [NASB]

“Surely I will deliver you for a good purpose.” [NIV]

B.  God tells him he will not be immune to trouble, however. (15:11b)
· He will lose his wealth. (15:13) 

· He will be brought into captivity to a foreign country. (15:14)
VI.  JEREMIAH’S PRAYER (15:15-18)

A.
He prays for protection. (15:15)

B.  He tells God how much he enjoys His word. (15:16; Ezek. 3:1-4; Psa. 1:2; 119:16, 24, 47, 77, 92, 103, 143, 174)

C.
He reminds God that he sits alone rather than sit with mockers. (15:17; Psa. 1:1)
VII.  GOD’S PROMISES (15:19-21)

A. Jeremiah will be God’s spokesman if he fulfils 3 conditions: (15:19)

· He must repent. (15:19a) – “If you repent, I will restore you that you may serve Me.” [NIV]
· He must speak worthy words. (15:19b) – “If you utter worthy, not worthless, words, you will be My spokesman.” [NIV]
· He must not turn to follow the people. (15:19c)
B.  God will deliver him from the wicked and the violent. (15:20-21)

VIII.  JEREMIAH’S RESTRICTIONS (16:1-9)

A. Jeremiah must not marry or have children. (16:1-4)

· Children will die gruesome deaths and their bodies will not be buried and Jeremiah as God’s spokesman should not be subject to the same judgments as the people.

B. Jeremiah must not go to funerals. (16:5-7)

· God has withdrawn His blessing from the people and Jeremiah as God’s spokesman shall not mourn or show sympathy to those who have lost loved ones. 

C.
Jeremiah must not go to feasts. (16:8-9)
· God intends to end the sounds of joy and celebration in the land and Jeremiah as God’s spokesman shall not enter a house where a feast or party is going on.
