SOME SPIRTUAL PRINCIPLES TO REMEMBER
Jeremiah 17:5-10
I.     IN WHOM DO YOU TRUST? (vs. 5-8)
A. The curse – Anyone who trusts in man and depends on flesh for his strength is cursed. (vs. 5)
· It is useless to trust in man who breathes through his nostrils as he cannot help you or be a refuge in time of need. (Psa. 108:12; 146:3; Isa. 2:22)
· Man has an innate desire to trust in himself, but he is incapable of deserving that trust. (Jam. 4:14; John 15:5) 

· Trusting in the flesh is such an undesirable characteristic for a believer that God will bring hardship into our life to ensure we continue to trust in Him. (2 Cor. 1:8-9) 
B. The analogy – “For he shall be like ...” (vs. 6)
· “A shrub in the desert” indicates a lack of blessing in one’s life. 
C. The blessing – Anyone who trusts in the Lord will be blessed. (vs. 7; Psa. 32:10; 40:4a; 84;12; Prov. 3:5-6; 16:20b)
· The word “blessed” means to “be enriched, contented, and fulfilled many times over.” 
D. The analogy – “For he shall be like ...”. (vs. 8)
· “A tree planted by the waters” indicates a useful, productive life regardless of the surrounding conditions, environment, or climate.
· There is no need to fear when the heat (persecution) comes. (vs. 8c)

· There is no need to worry when the drought (hard times) comes. (vs. 8d)

· Those who trust in God will always bear fruit. (vs. 8e; Psa. 1:3; 92:12-14)

· Why?  Because God produces the fruit through us by His power. (John 15:4-5)
·   The fruit of character; who we are. – “fruit of the Holy Spirit” (Gal. 5:22-23)

·   The fruit of conduct; what we do. (Col. 1:10; Tit. 3:14)
·   The fruit of conversation; what we say. – “fruit of our lips” (Heb. 13:15)
·   The fruit of contributions; what we give. (Rom. 15:26-28; 2 Cor. 9:9-10; Phil. 4:17)
·   The fruit of converts; who we win. (John 4:34-36; Rom. 1:13; 1 Cor. 16:15)
II.     WHAT IS THE CONDITION OF YOUR HEART? (vs. 9)
A. The heart of man without God is extremely wicked and beyond correction. (Gen. 6:5; Eccl. 9:3; Mark 7:21-22)
· The heart of man is far from God. (Isa. 29:13; Matt. 15:8)

· The heart of man is defiant and rebellious. (Jere. 5:23)

· The heart of man is blind to the things of God. (Eph. 4:17-18)

· The heart of man does not listen to God. (Jere. 16:12)

B. However, the heart of man can be changed through the transforming power of the Holy Spirit. (Deut. 30:6; Jere. 24:7; Ezek. 36:26-27)
· We can find God when we seek him with all of our heart. (Deut. 4:29)

· We can love God with all of our heart. (Deut. 6:5; Matt. 22:37)

· We can serve God with all of our heart. (Deut. 10:12; 11:13; Josh. 22:5)

· We can obey God with all of our heart. (Deut. 26:16; 30:2)

· We can worship God in our heart. (Eph. 5:19b) 

· We can hear the Word of God with a warm heart. (Jere. 15:16; Luke 24:32)

· We can yield living water (fruit of the Holy Spirit) out of our heart. (John 7:38-39)

III.    WHAT WILL BE YOUR REWARD? (vs. 10)
A. Every person is going be rewarded according to what he has done. (Psa. 62:12; Matt. 16:27; Rom. 2:5-8; 1 Cor. 3:8, 12-15; 2 Cor. 5:9-10; Rev. 22:12)
B. Are you striving to excel? (2 Tim. 4:7-8; Heb. 11:6)
