JEREMIAH’S MESSAGE TO THE KING
Jeremiah 21:11-12; 22:1-3, 13-17
INTRODUCTION – Jeremiah tells the royal house of Judah what God requires from government rulers. 
I.     
ADMINISTER JUSTICE – “Execute judgment in the morning.”(Jere. 21:12a); “Execute judgment and righteousness.” (Jere. 22:3a)
A.
The government is to administer justice by punishing the guilty and providing restitution to the innocent. (Rom. 13:3-4)   
B.
In order to administer justice, divine guidelines must be followed:

1. The justice system must act without pity. (Deut. 19:11-13)
·    True justice does not feel sorry for the criminal, or make excuses for him.
·    True justice enforces the criminal to face the consequences for his actions.

·    True justice will make the punishment proportional to the crime. (Deut. 19:21)

2. The justice system must act without partiality. 
· True justice will be enacted regardless of who the criminal is and regardless of who the victim is. (Lev. 19:15; Deut. 1:16-17)
· True justice does not play favorites based on who people know or how much they have. (Ex. 23:6)
3. The justice system must act without delay. (Eccl. 8:11) 
· Trials should take place soon after the arraignment.  
·    Punishment should take place soon after the verdict.
II.    
MAINTAIN ORDER – “Deliver him who is plundered out of the hand of the oppressor.” (Jere. 21:12b); “Deliver the plundered out of the hand of the oppressor.” (Jere. 22:3b)
A. Government rulers are to maintain order by a just and firm enforcement of the laws.
B. Government has the God-given responsibility to preserve life and property.
· If people have only themselves to protect their life and property, then anarchy will arise.
III.   
CARE FOR THE NEEDY – “Do no wrong and do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless, or the widow.” (Jere. 22:3c)

A. Treat the alien the same way as the citizen. (Ex. 22:21; Num. 15:16, 29; Deut. 24:17a)
B. Provide for the fatherless. (Deut. 24:17a)
C. Protect the widows. (Isa. 1:17)
D. Since government is an agent of God, God wants government to care for the alien, the orphan, the widow, the pauper, and the needy because He does. (Deut. 10:17-19; Psa. 82:2-4)

E. In fact, God gives a warning to governments that fail to care for the needy. (Isa. 10:1-2)  

IV.   
SHED NOT INNOCENT BLOOD – “… nor shed innocent blood in this place.” (Jere. 22:3d)

A. God has given governments the right to bear the sword, that is, the right to inflict capital punishment .  However, since capital punishment is non-reversible, God has instituted safeguards that should be followed:

1. There shall be more than one witness. (Num. 35:30; Deut. 17:6; 19:15)

2. The witnesses shall actively participate in the execution. (Deut. 17:7)
3. False witnesses shall receive the penalty for the crime for which they accuse an innocent party. (Deut. 19:16-19)
B. The police should use the maximum restraint possible in the use of deadly force to ensure that innocent suspects and innocent bystanders are not killed. (Ex. 23:7b) 
C. Government rulers should be leading the fight to protect the lives of the unborn, rather than legalizing and promoting abortion. (Prov. 24:11-12)
D. Government rulers should be leading the fight to honor and protect the elderly, rather than legalizing euthanasia. (Lev. 19:32; Psa. 71:9; Prov. 23:22)
V.    
AVOID SELF ENRICHMENT (Jere. 22:13-17)
A.
Government rulers are not to seek their own wealth at the expense of others.

B.
Rulers abuse their position when they use the following methods to line their own pockets: 
1.   Acceptance of bribes. (Ex. 23:8; Deut. 16:19; Eccl. 7:7)
2.
Abuse of power. (Mic. 2:1-2) – Example: Ahab & Jezebel taking Naboth’s vineyard. 
