GOD’S PLANS FOR HIS PEOPLE
Jeremiah 29:1-14
0.
INTRODUCTION

A.
The Setting:  Nebuchadnezzar has conquered Jerusalem and carried many of the Jewish people into captivity in Babylon. (vs. 1-2)

B.
The Key Verse: 11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.
C.
The Main Message:  God always has wonderful plans for His people.
· He had wonderful plans for the people of Israel who were living in exile in Babylon.

· He has wonderful plans for us who are living as aliens on the planet Earth.

· God provides three major elements in His plans for His people.

I.     
GOD’S PLANS PROVIDE FORGIVENESS FOR THE PAST (vs. 14)
A. Forgiveness can only come from God. (Mark 2:7; Psa. 103:2-3; Isa. 43:25; Micah 7:18-19)
· Forgiveness is the removal of barriers between God and man created by man’s sin.

· Forgiveness is always extended by God, never accomplished by man.
B. Forgiveness is dependent on faith in Jesus Christ. (Acts 10:43)
· It is through faith in Jesus that forgiveness of sins and justification comes. (Acts 13:38-39)

· We have forgiveness of sins because we have been redeemed through His blood.        (Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:13-14)
· That is why Jesus said He is the only way to the Father. (John 14:6) 
C. Forgiveness is dependent on true repentance. (2 Chron. 6:36-39; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 8:22)
· Judgment is the destiny of those who do not repent. (Jere. 18:11; 26:2-3; Luke 13:3, 5)
· Repentance is a critical element of saving faith. (Jam. 2:24)

II.    
GOD’S PLANS PROVIDE STRENGTH FOR THE PRESENT (vs. 4-7)
A. We must be involved. (vs. 4-6)
· We are aliens in this world. (Phil. 3:20; 1 Pet. 2:11)

· However, we are not to separate ourselves from the world. (John 17:14-18)

· We are to be involved by setting an example. (Matt. 5:14-16; Phil. 2:15; 1 Pet. 2:11-12) 
B. We must be in prayer. (vs. 7)
· We should pray for the nation where we live, because if the nation prospers, we prosper.  (2 Chron. 7:14; 1 Tim. 2:1-3)
C. We must be discerning. (vs. 8-9)

· It is our responsibility to ensure that we are never deceived by false teachers. (vs. 8)

· We can only do that by comparing their teachings with the Word of God. (Acts 17:11)

·    This requires us to hear the Word of God. (Rom. 10:17; 1 Tim. 4:13)
·    This requires us to read the Word of God. (Rev. 1:3) 
·    This requires us to study the Word of God. (2 Tim. 2:15)

·    This requires us to memorize the Word of God. (Psa. 119:11)

·    This requires us to meditate on the Word of God. (Psa. 1:2-3)  

III.   
GOD’S PLANS PROVIDE HOPE FOR THE FUTURE (vs. 11-14)
A. He will give us hope and a future. (vs. 11, 14b)
· God has our best interest in mind in this life. (John 10:10b)
· God has our best interest in mind in the life to come. (John 3:36; 14:1-3)

B. He will listen to us when we pray. (vs. 12)
· He fulfils the desires of those who fear Him, He hears their cry. (Psa. 145:19)
· The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears listen to their cry. (Psa. 34:15)
C. He will be found by us when we seek Him. (vs. 13-14a)
· If we seek the Lord with all our heart, we will find Him. (Deut. 4:29)

· If we seek God, He will be found by us. (2 Chron. 15:4)
