COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE IN THE LORD’S WORK
Jeremiah 48:10a
“Cursed is he who does the work of the Lord deceitfully.” [NKJV]
“Cursed be the one who does the Lord’s work negligently.” [NASB]
“Cursed is he who does the work of the Lord with slackness.” [ESV]
“A curse on him who is lax in doing the Lord’s work.” [NIV]

I.     
THE LORD’S WORK IS VARIED
A. The Lord’s work involves reaching unbelievers – evangelism. (Matt. 4:17; Mark 1:14, 38; Luke 4:43; 19:10)
· It includes proclaiming the word of God. (Matt. 10:27; Mark 16:15, 20; Acts 10:42)
· It includes missionary work. (Acts 13:2)
· It includes winning converts. (1 Cor. 9:1, 19)

B. The Lord’s work involves teaching believers – edification. (Matt. 4:23a; 11:1; Mark 14:49; Luke 4:31; 13:10, 22; 19:47; 23:5; Acts 1:1-2)
· It involves preparing every believer to be complete in Christ. (Col. 1:28)
· It involves promoting godliness in every believer. (1 Tim. 6:3)

· It involves training teachers for the next generation. (2 Tim. 2:2) 
C. The Lord’s work involves serving in the Lord’s house. (Hag. 1:14) 

· It includes caring for the church building. (Ex. 35:21, 29; 36:1-2; 39:32)
· It includes taking part in the worship service. (Num. 8:11)

· It includes ensuring that all practices are Scriptural. (Mark 11:15-17)

D. The Lord’s work includes your secular job. (Eph. 6:5-7; Col. 3:22-24) 

II.    
THE LORD’S WORK IS A HIGH PRIORITY
A. We must devote ourselves to the Lord’s work. (1 Tim. 4:13-15)

B. We must be steadfast, immovable and always abounding in the Lord’s work. (1 Cor. 15:58)
C. We must be focused on the Lord’s work now. (John 9:4)
D. We must make the most of every opportunity. (Eph. 5:15-16)
E. We must not let other activities distract us from the Lord’s work. (2 Tim. 2:4)
F. We must complete the work that God has given us to do. (Acts 20:24; Col. 4:17) 
III.   
THE LORD’S WORK IS GOD-PLEASING
A. Our goal in the Lord’s work should be to please God. (1 Thes. 2:4)
· This means that we should strive to excel more and more at what we do. (1 Thes. 4:1)
· This means we should not be motivated by what others think. (Gal. 1:10)

B. Our commitment to the Lord’s work should exemplify the instructions found in 2 Tim. 2:15a.
· We should “be diligent”: that is, we should give maximum effort and unreserved commitment to excellence; we should do our very best.
· We should “present ourselves approved to God”: that is, we should work as if we are going to stand before God for His inspection waiting on His approval. 
· Our work should be good enough quality so that we do “not need to be ashamed”.
C. Our diligence in the Lord’s work should be an example to others. (Titus 2:7-8)
IV.   
THE LORD’S WORK IS REWARDING

A. We will be rewarded if we do the Lord’s work with all our heart. (Eph. 6:7-8; Col. 3:23-24)
B. We will receive a prize if we reach forward and press ahead. (Phil. 3:12-14; 2 Tim. 4:7-8)

C. We will receive an accolade from the Lord depending on how faithful we are about doing His work. (Matt. 25:21)
V.
APPLICATION

A. Are you doing the work God has called you to do?

B. If not, is it because you are looking for praise or appreciation from others? 
C. If so, are you doing God’s work whole heartily and to the best of your ability?
D. How long do you intend to do the Lord’s work?  Do you intend to put in your time and then step down and leave it to someone else, or do you intend to finish your task?  
