  THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
“You must be born again.” – John 3:7
I.     
THE INQUIRY (John 3:1-4)
A. Nicodemus came to Jesus one night to have a spiritual discussion. (vs. 2a)
· He was a Pharisee, a member of the religious sect that was zealous for the Mosaic Law, but unfortunately most Pharisees were hypocrites. (vs. 1a; Matt. 5:20; 23:1-3, 13, 23, 25, 27)
· He was “a ruler of the Jews”, a member of the Sanhedrin. (vs. 1b; Luke 22:66)
· He was “the teacher of Israel”, an eminent scholar who was a recognized, established teacher of the Scriptures. (vs. 10)

B. Nicodemus had a lot of respect for Jesus, calling Him “Rabbi”. (vs. 2a)
· He accepted that Jesus was a teacher come from God. (vs. 2a) 
· He believed that the miracles that Jesus performed were of God. (vs. 2b)
· He did not share the suspicion and hostility of many of the Pharisees. (Matt. 9:34; 12:14, 24; 22:15; John 7:47-48; 9:16)
C. Jesus immediately went to the real issue by answering Nicodemus’s unasked question: “How does one gain entrance to the Kingdom of God?” (vs.3)
· It was the same question that brought that brought the rich, young ruler to Christ. (Matt. 19:16)
· Jesus made it clear that no one can enter the Kingdom of God without experiencing the personal regeneration of the new birth. (vs. 3)
D. The implications were staggering to Nicodemus. (vs. 4)
· Like the rich young ruler, he had diligently observed the law all his life. (Matt. 19:20) 

· Like Paul, he had observed the rituals of Judaism all his life. (Gal. 1:14).

· Jesus called on him to forsake the entire system of works righteousness on which he had placed his hope; to realize that human effort was powerless to save. (Phil. 3:8-9)
II.    
THE INSIGHT (John 3:5-8)
A. Being born again involved spiritual renewal and cleansing. (vs. 5; Ezek. 36:25-27)
B. Spiritual rebirth is wholly a work of God, not of human effort. (vs. 6; John 1:12-13)
· Spiritual rebirth comes through believing the word of God. (1 Pet. 1:23)

· Spiritual rebirth comes to those who believe the truth about Jesus Christ. (1 John 5:1a, 4-5)
C. It was absolutely necessary [“you must”] for Nicodemus to get over his astonishment at being so wrong about how one enters the Kingdom of God. (vs. 7)

· Jesus’ teaching ran contrary to everything Nicodemus had ever been taught.

· All his life, he believed one entered the Kingdom of God through external merit.

D. Only the Holy Spirit can bring about spiritual transformation. (vs. 8) 
E. The work of regeneration can neither be controlled nor predicted, but its effects can be seen in the transformed lives of those who are born of the Spirit. (vs. 8)
III.   
THE INDICTMENT (John 3:9-11)
A. Nicodemus, although a renowned teacher, proved to be a poor learner.
· He did not understand what Jesus was saying. (vs. 9)
· He could not accept that salvation was a sovereign gracious work of the Holy Spirit rather than coming through his own external merit.
· He is an example of the numbing effect that external, legalistic religion has on a person’s      spiritual perception. 

B. His lack of understanding was inexcusable given his exposure to Scripture. (vs. 10)
· He could not connect the terms “water” and “spirit” in John 3:5 and in Ezek. 36:25-27.

· Zeal for God that is not based on Scriptural knowledge is meaningless. (Rom. 10:2-3)
· Nicodemus walked away without receiving Jesus Christ that evening. (vs. 11) 
C. However, sometime before the crucifixion, Nicodemus came to understand sovereign grace and experience the reality of the new birth.
· He later boldly defended Christ before the Sanhedrin. (John 7:50-51)
· He later helped Joseph of Arimathea prepare Christ’s body for burial. (John 19:38-39)
