  THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” – Matt. 4:17

“Repent, and believe in the gospel.” – Mark 1:15
“Unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” – Luke 13:5, 7

I.     
THE CALL TO REPENTANCE
A. Jesus began his public ministry by preaching repentance. (Matt. 4:17; Mark 1:15)
B. Jesus came to call sinners to repentance. (Mark 2:17; Luke 5:32)

C. Jesus sent out the twelve disciples to preach repentance. (Mark 6:12)

D. Jesus emphasized the importance of repentance in Luke 13:3, 5.
· He repeated the command to repent two times.

· He stated that failure to repent during one’s life will result in the individual perishing in judgment. (see Acts 17:30-31a; 2 Pet. 3:9)
E. Jesus stated that repentance should be preached to all nations. (Luke 24:45-47)

F. The public ministry of John the Baptist focused on repentance. (Matt. 3:1-2)
G. Paul’s call to ministry was to preach repentance. (Acts 26:19-20)
H. Repentance is the foundation of the biblical call to salvation.
· The conclusion of Peter’s sermon on Pentecost was a call to repentance. (Acts 2:38)
· The conclusion of Peter’s sermon on Solomon’s Porch teaches that repentance along with conversion (faith in Jesus Christ) will result in our sins being blotted out. (Acts 3:19)
· Repentance leads to eternal life. (Acts 11:18)

· Repentance is a gift from God (Acts 11:18; 2 Tim. 2:25)
· It is only through repentance that we receive “knowledge of the truth”. (2 Tim. 2:25)

· Jesus died to bring about a transformation – to make saints out of sinners. (1 Pet. 2:24)
II.    
THE DEFINITION OF REPENTANCE
A. Repentance speaks of a change of purpose, specifically a repudiation of the old life. 
B. Repentance calls for a turning from sin and a turning to God for salvation. (1 Thes. 1:9)
C. There are three elements involved in the concept of repentance:
· The intellectual element [Gr. “metanoeo”] means “to perceive afterwards”, beginning with our recognition of sin, and resulting in an understanding that we are sinners and that our sin is an affront to a holy God. (Luke 11:32; 15:7, 10, 21; 17:4)

· The emotional element [Gr. “metamelomai”] means “to regret”; it involves sorrow over past sins. (Matt. 21:28-29) 
·    Sorrow itself is not repentance since one can be sorry without being repentant, for example: Judas (Matt. 27:3) and the rich young ruler (Matt. 19:22).
·    However, sorrow can lead to genuine repentance. (2 Cor. 7:10)

· The volitional element [Gr. “epistrepho”] means “to turn”; it involves a change in direction or a transformation of the will, resulting in a change in behavior.
·    “Repent and believe the Gospel.” (Mark 1:15)

·    “Repent and be baptized.” (Acts 2:38)

·    “Repent and be converted.” (Acts 3:19)

·    “Repent and turn to God.” (Acts 26:20)
III.   
THE FRUIT OF REPENTANCE
A. The concept of repentance was well developed in the Old Testament.

· It was far more than a change of mind or a new perspective; it inevitably meant a change of behavior, a new way of life. (2 Chron. 7:14; Isa. 55:6-7; Ezek. 33:19)

· Isaiah described nine activities that related to repentance beginning internally with cleansing and extending to external attitudes and actions. (Isa. 1:16-17)
B. If repentance is genuine, we can expect it to produce observable results. (Luke 3:8a)
· God evaluated the repentance of Nineveh by their deeds. (Jonah 3:10)
· John the Baptist demanded to see good deeds as evidence of repentance. (Matt. 3:8)

· Paul considered good deeds proof of repentance. (Acts 26:19-20)
C. If there is no observable difference in behavior, there can be no confidence that repentance has taken place. (Matt. 3:8; 1 John 2:3-6)

