   THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.” – Matt. 11:28
“You are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.” – John 5:40
“I am the bread of life.  He who comes to Me shall never hunger.” – John 6:35
“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.” – John 7:37
I.     
TO COME TO CHRIST MEANS TO COME TO CHRIST IN FAITH
A. To come to Christ is to believe in Him. (John 6:35)
B. Note that “comes” and “believes” are parallel, similar to “hunger” and “thirst”. 
II.     
THOSE WHO COME TO CHRIST WILL RECEIVE REST (Matt. 11:28-30)
A. Christ invites those who labor and are heavy laden to come to Him for rest. (Matt. 11:28)
· “Labor” carries the idea of working to the point of utter internal exhaustion trying to please God and earn salvation in our own strength – an impossible task. (Isa. 64:6; Jam. 2:10)
· “Heavy laden” suggests the external burdens caused by the futile efforts of works righteousness. (Matt. 23:4; Acts 15:10)
· To come to Christ is not burdensome because He is gentle. (Matt. 11:29a)

· Christ is not a hard taskmaster; He is a burden-lifter. (Matt. 11:30)
B.
Christ offers us spiritual rest, i.e., He offers us rest for our souls. (Matt. 11:29b; Heb. 4:2-3a)
· Rest is cessation from action, motion, labor, or exertion – we cease all effort trying to earn our salvation. (Heb. 4:9-10)
· Rest is assurance of the future – our eternal destiny is secure. (Phil. 1:6)

· Rest is freedom from anxiety – all our needs will be met. (Phil. 4:19) 

III.    
THOSE WHO COME TO CHRIST WILL RECEIVE LIFE (John 5:40)
A. Jesus said He was the way, the truth, and the life. (John 14:6) 
· Jesus came so that we might have eternal life. (John 6:33, 51a)

· Jesus came so that we might have abundant life. (John 10:10b)
· Jesus died so that He might bring us to God by making us alive by the Spirit. (1 Pet. 3:18)

B. The abundant eternal life that Christ offers comes through faith in Him. (John 3:36)

IV.   
THOSE WHO COME TO CHRIST WILL NEVER HUNGER OR THIRST (John 6:35; 7:37)
A. Hunger and thirst refer to our strongest and deepest impulses in the spiritual realm.
· Those who are without Christ are starved for spiritual life. (Eph. 2:12)
· The heart of every person in the world is created with a sense of inner emptiness and the need for satisfaction.  Everyone is seeking fulfillment, hope, meaning and purpose. 
· Yet, apart from God’s revelation, mankind does not recognize what the need is or know what will satisfy it. (Jer. 15:16)
· Instead of turning to God to have that need met, most people forsake God and try to satisfy that need through lifeless gods of their own making. (Jer. 2:13)
B. Only God can satisfy our deepest spiritual needs. (Psa. 107:9) 
· God invites everyone to come and have their spiritual needs met. (Isa. 55:1a).

· The meeting of these spiritual needs costs us nothing. (Isa. 55:1b)

· The things of creation do not satisfy these spiritual needs. (Isa. 55:2) 

· These spiritual needs are only met through God’s Son, Jesus Christ. (Isa. 55:3-5; Acts 13:34; John 4:14)
· Now is the time to come and be satisfied. (Isa. 55:6-7; 2 Cor. 6:2)
V.   
THE TRAGEDY IS THAT MOST PEOPLE DO NOT COME TO CHRIST
A. People do not come because they do not want to come. (John 5:39-40)

B. People do not come because they love the darkness rather than the light. (John 3:19-20)
C. People do not come because they do not believe the truth. (John 8:45; 2 Thes. 2:12)

· Instead they rely on their feelings. (Deut. 12:8; Prov. 12:15a; 21:2)
· Instead they rely on their reason. (Isa. 55:8; 1 Cor. 1:18, 21)
D. In fact, the only way people will come to Christ is if the Father draws them. (John 6:44, 65)
