   THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.” – John 14:1
I.     
WHY DOES JESUS DEMAND THAT WE BELIEVE IN HIM?
A. All unbelievers are in a desperate situation. (Rom. 1:18-21; Eph. 2:1-3; 12; 2 Thes. 1:8-9)
B. There is absolutely nothing we can do to rescue ourselves from the wrath of God. (Rom. 6:23)
C. Only believing in Jesus Christ will deliver us from the wrath of God. (John 3:16-18, 36) 

II.     
WHAT DOES BELIEVING IN JESUS MEAN?
A. It means believing certain historical facts to be true.
· It means believing that He was sent by the Father from heaven. (John 3:17; 6:38-39; 8:42)
· It means believing that He took on the form of humanity. (Phil. 2:5-8; 1 Tim. 2:5)

· It means believing that He was born of a virgin. (Isa. 7:14; Luke 1:34-35; Gal. 4:4-5)
· It means believing that He lived a sinless life. (2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 2:21-22; 1 John 3:5)
· It means believing that He died when on the cross. (Rom. 5:10; Gal. 1:4; 1 Pet. 3:18)
· It means believing that He rose from the dead. (Acts 2:32; 3:13-15; 1 Cor. 15:14, 17)
· It means believing that He ascended into heaven. (Mark 16:19; Luke 22:69; Acts 5:31)
B.
It means trusting Him as a living Person who is who He said He is.
· Jesus said, “I AM HE”. (John 8:38, 58; 13:19; 18:5-8; Matt. 10:40)
·    Jesus said that “unless you believe that I AM HE, you will die in your sins”. (John 8:24)
·    Jesus said that unless you accept and believe this claim, you have no hope of escape from God’s wrath and judgment on your sins. (Matt. 1:21; Rom. 2:5-6)
· Jesus said, “I am the bread of life … which came down from heaven.” (John 6:35; 48; 51a)
·    Those who believe in Him shall have everlasting life. (John 6:47; 51a; 58b)

· Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.” (John 8:12; 9:5)
·    Jesus is the true light who enlightens every man. (John 1:9)

·    Jesus as the light was a fulfillment of prophecy. (Isa. 9:1-2; Matt. 4:13-17)

· Jesus said, “I am the door.” (John 10:7, 9a)
·    Jesus is the door through which sheep enter into God’s sheepfold.
·    Jesus alone is the Way … no one comes to the Father but through Him. (John 14:6)
· Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd.” (John 10:11,14)
·    Jesus is the great shepherd of the sheep. (Heb. 13:20)

·    Jesus is the shepherd of believers’ souls. (1 Pet. 2:25)

·    Jesus is the chief shepherd of the church. (1 Pet. 5:4)

·    Jesus will be our shepherd in heaven. (Rev. 7:16-17)
· Jesus said, “I am the Son of God.” (John 10:36)
· Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.” (John 11:25)

·    Jesus said He was the “resurrection”; those who believe in Him will live even if they die physically. (John 11:25)
·    Jesus said He was the “life”; those who believe in Him have eternal life and will never die spiritually. (John 11:26a)
· Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the Life.” (John 14:6)

·    Jesus is the way – every other path leads to destruction. (Matt. 11:27; 1 John 2:23;        2 John 9)
·    Jesus is the truth – every other teaching is a lie. (John 8:31-32, 45-47; 18:37b)
·    Jesus is the life – every other pursuit leads to death. (Rom. 8:10-11)
· Jesus said, “I am the true vine.” (John 15:1)
·    Those who abide in Christ will bear fruit. (John 15:4b)
·    Those who abide in Christ will have their prayers answered. (John 15:7)
·    Those who abide in Christ will abide in His love. (John 15:9-10)

·    Those who abide in Christ will be filled with joy. (John 15:11)
· Jesus said, “I am the king.” (John 18:37)
· Jesus is the only person who was ever born king. (John 18:37; Matt. 2:2; Isa. 9:6)

· Jesus’ kingdom originates in heaven. (John 18:36a)

·    To enter His kingdom, one must be born again. (John 3:3)

· Jesus kingdom is governed by truth. (John 18:37)

· Jesus kingdom supersedes all other kingdoms. (1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 17:14; 19:16)

