   THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
 “If God were your Father, you would love Me.” – John 8:42
I.     
LOVING THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IS WHAT THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS ALL ABOUT
A. If God is our Father, we will love His Son who came from Him. (John 5:23; 8:42; 15:23)
B. Love for Jesus Christ is the distinguishing mark of the children of God. (1 Cor. 16:22)
C. Love for Jesus Christ possesses the soul of every true Christian. (1 Pet. 1:8-9)

D. Love for Jesus Christ will manifest itself in obedience to His commands. (John 14:15, 21, 23)

E. Love for Jesus Christ should take precedence over every human relationship. (Matt. 10:37)

F. Unfortunately our love for Christ is subject to fluctuation in its intensity. (Rev. 2:4)
G. It takes a focused commitment on our part to love Him with all our heart, mind and strength.
II.     
WE SHOULD LOVE JESUS CHRIST BECAUSE HE IS GOD
A. Jesus Christ is the exact image of the invisible God. (Col. 1:15)
· He is the radiance of God’s glory. (Heb. 1:3a)
· He is the representation of God’s nature. (Heb. 1:3b; Col. 1:19; 2:9)
B.
Jesus Christ and the Father are one. (John 14:9; 17:21)
· They are united in motive; they are equally committed to the glory of God. (John 7:18; 13:31-32; 17:1, 5)
· They are united in mission; they desire to redeem lost sinners and grant them eternal life. (John 17:3; Rom. 5:8-9)
· They are united in truth; Christ spoke His Father’s words. (John 14:10; 17:8, 14a)
· They are united in holiness. (Isa. 6:3; Heb. 7:26; Rev. 4:8)
· They are united in love. (Matt. 3:17; 17:5; John 5:20a; 17:24)
III.    
WE SHOULD LOVE JESUS CHRIST BECAUSE HE IS OUR CREATOR
A. Jesus Christ is the Creator of the entire universe. (John 1:3; Col. 1:16-17; Heb. 1:2) 
B. As Creator, He should have first place in everything, including our lives. (Col. 1:18)
IV.   
WE SHOULD LOVE JESUS CHRIST BECAUSE HE IS OUR SAVIOR
A. Jesus Christ came to earth to save us from our sin by dying for us; His substitutionary death is the essential truth of the Christian faith. (1 Pet. 2:24)
· His death made it possible to bring us to God. (1 Pet. 3:18)
· His death made it possible to be reconciled to God. (Rom. 5:10)
· His death made it possible for us to become the righteousness of God. (2 Cor. 5:21)

· His death made it possible for us to be delivered from this present evil age. (Gal. 1:4)

· His death made it possible for our sins to be forgiven. (Eph. 1:7)

· His death made it possible so that we are no longer slaves of sin. (Rom. 6:6-7)

B. The richness of our salvation is described by several different legal terms in Scripture:
· In redemption, the sinner stands before God as a slave, but has been granted freedom. (Rom. 6:17-22)
·    Every believer is saved because Jesus Christ is our Redeemer. (Tit. 2:13-14)

·    Christ paid the price for our release from eternal death by shedding His blood. (Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:18-19)
· In forgiveness, the sinner stands before God as a debtor, but the debt has been paid and cancelled. (1 John 1:9; Psa. 103:12; Mic. 7:19; Rom. 8:1)

·    Everyone owes God a debt because we have all violated His law. (Rom. 7:5) 
·    Christ has cancelled our debt and nailed it to the cross. (Col. 2:13-14)

· In justification, the sinner stands before God guilty and condemned, but has been declared righteous through the redemption that is in Christ. (Rom. 3:24-26)

· In reconciliation, the sinner stands before God as an enemy, but has become His friend. (Col. 1:21-22)
·    God reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ. (2 Cor. 5:18)

·    Christ reconciled us to God by shedding His blood on the cross. (Col. 1:19-20)
· In adoption, the sinner stands before God as an orphan, but has become a child of God and a joint heir with Christ. (Rom. 8:15-17)
