THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
 “Abide in Me.” – John 15:4

I.    THE PARABLE (vs. 1-6)
A.
Rules of interpretation of parables:
· STEP 1 – DETERMINE THE OCCASION – What prompted the parable?

· STEP 2 – LOOK FOR AN EXPLANATION – Was it explained by Jesus? 

· STEP 3 – IDENTIFY THE MAIN POINTS
· Don’t force the parable to say more than it does.

· Don’t get lost in the details.  Some details are not significant.

· Don’t try to attach a meaning to a detail that is not relevant.

· STEP 4 – CONSIDER THE CULTURE – Parables are stories related to the culture.
B.
Significant details of this parable:
· Who is the vine?  Jesus Christ (vs. 1)

· Who is the vinedresser?  God the Father (vs. 1)

· Who are the fruit-bearing branches?  Those who abide in Christ. (vs. 5; Psa. 92:13-14)

· Who are the withered, non-fruit-bearing branches?  Unbelieving false disciples who are present in the church, but who do not abide in Christ. (vs. 6)  Jesus also describes them as tares among the wheat (Matt. 13:24-30), bad fish among the good (Matt. 13:47-50), foolish virgins among the wise (Matt. 25:1-12), and goats among the sheep (Matt. 25:32-34, 41).
· What does the pruning represent?  The removal of sins and superfluous things that limit our fruitfulness – oftentimes through suffering and problems. (vs. 2; Heb. 12:5-11)
· What does being cast into a fire and being burned represent?  Those who willfully sin after receiving the truth will be cast into everlasting judgment. (vs. 6; Heb. 10:26-27)
· Note that true disciples will never be cast out. (John 6:37)

· What is the fruit that we bear?

· Fruit of character; who we are, i.e., “fruit of the Holy Spirit”. (Gal. 5:22-23)

· Fruit of conduct; what we do. (Rom. 7:4-6; Col. 1:10; Tit. 3:14)

· Fruit of conversation; what we say, i.e., “fruit of our lips”. (Heb. 13:15)

· Fruit of contributions; what we give. (Rom. 15:26-28; 2 Cor. 9:9-10; Phil. 4:17)

· Fruit of converts; who we win. (John 4:34-36; Rom. 1:13; 1 Cor. 16:15)

C.
What are the main points of this parable?

· Those who abide in Christ are “already clean”, i.e., they are truly saved. (vs. 3-4a)

· Those with a genuine relationship with Christ have eternal life. (1 John 2:24-25)

· Those who remain steadfast until the end are abiding in Christ. (Heb. 3:14)

· There is no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus. (Rom. 8:1)
· Those who abide in Christ will bear fruit. (vs. 4b)

· There is no such thing as a fruitless Christian. (Matt. 3:8; 7:17-20; 13:23; Luke 6:43-44a; Rom. 7:4)

· Fruit develops naturally out of a genuine relationship with Christ. (Gal. 2:20a)

· Those who bear much fruit glorify God and show they are disciples. (vs. 8)

· Apart from Christ we can do nothing. (vs. 5)

· Just as a branch depends entirely on the vine for life, sustenance, growth and fruit, so believers depend completely on Christ as the source of their spiritual life. (Rom. 15:18)
· Individuals cannot bear spiritual fruit apart from their union with Christ; spiritual fruit is not produced by self-effort. (Eph. 5:8-9; Phil. 1:11)
II.  THE OTHER BLESSINGS OF ABIDING IN CHRIST (vs. 7-11)

A.
Those who abide in Christ will have their prayers answered. (vs. 7)

· If Christ’s words abide in you, you will ask in Jesus’ name. (John 14:14)

· If Christ’s words abide in you, you will ask in accordance with God’s will. (1 John 5:14-15) 

B.
Those who abide in Christ will abide in His love. (vs. 9-10)

· Our life will be motivated by love, not by duty, nor by guilt. (2 Cor. 5:14a)

· Our life will be characterized by love, not by selfishness. (1 John 2:5; 4:7-8 & 11-12)

C.
Those who abide in Christ will be filled with joy. (vs. 11)

· We can face life with joy, because we know our toil is not in vain. (1 Cor. 15:58)

· We can face death with joy, because we know that to die is gain. (2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:21-23;     1 John 3:2; Rev. 7:15-17)
