 THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
 "Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength." – Mark. 12:30
I.
WHICH IS THE MOST IMPORTANT COMMANDMENT?
A. According to the rabbis there were 613 laws in the five Books of Moses: 248 positive affirmations and 365 negative prohibitions.

B. Knowing that they could not possibly keep all 613 laws (Acts 15:10), the rabbis tried to divide them into heavy laws that were absolutely binding and light laws that were less binding.

C. The scribe may have been trying to get Jesus to reduce the law to one binding commandment.

D. Jesus quoted the commandment found in Deut. 6:5.

II.     
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD?
A. The Hebrew word for love used in Deut. 6:5 is distinguished by dedication and commitment of choice.
· It refers primarily to intelligent, purposeful, and committed love that is an act of the will.

· It is the Hebrew equivalent of the Greek “agapao” in the New Testament.

· It is the love that is in contrast to the emotion and tender affection of “phileo” and the physical sensual love of “eros”.

B. “Agapao” and “agape” are used in the following ways in the New Testament.
· It is used to describe the attitude of God toward His Son. (John 17:26)

· It is used to describe the attitude of God toward the human race. (John 3:16; Rom. 5:8)

· It is used to describe the attitude of God toward those who believe in Jesus. (John 14:21)

· It is used to describe the essential nature of God. (1 John 4:8)
· It is used to describe what our attitude should be toward one another. (John 13:34)

· It is used to describe what our attitude should be toward all men. (1 Cor. 16:14; 1 Thes. 3:12)

C. Love for God has always been the primary mark of the redeemed.
· This was true in the Old Testament. (Neh. 1:5; Dan. 9:4)

· This was true in the New Testament. (1 Cor. 8:3; Jam. 1:12; 2:5)

D. Love for God is the compelling force that motivates Christian service. (2 Cor. 5:14)
E. Love for God expresses itself in implicit obedience to His commands. (John 14:15, 21, 23; 15:10; 1 John 2:5; 5:3; 2 John 6)
III.     HOW ARE WE TO LOVE THE LORD OUR GOD?
A. We are to love the Lord our God with all our heart.
· The heart refers to the seat of our priorities. (Prov. 4:23)
· The heart is the source of all thoughts, words and actions. (Matt. 12:34; 15:18-19)

· The heart is the real you that lies deep within and is often hidden from others. (1 Pet. 3:4)
B.
We are to love the Lord our God with all our soul.
· The soul refers to the seat of our emotions. (Matt. 11:29; 26:38; Acts 14:21-22)
· The soul is the inner man that perceives, reflects, feels and desires. (Psa. 139:14; Isa. 26:9)

· The soul is the disembodied man. (Matt. 10:28) 
C.
We are to love the Lord our God with all our mind.
· The mind refers to the seat of our understanding. (Rom. 14:5; Eph. 4:17) 
·    Believers have a sound mind, i.e., the mind of Christ. (1 Cor. 2:16; Phil. 4:7; 2 Tim. 1:7)
·    Unbelievers have a corrupt mind destitute of truth. (1 Tim. 6:5; 2 Tim. 3:8; Tit. 1:15)

·    The minds of unbelievers have been blinded. (2 Cor. 3:14; 4:4)

· The mind is comprised of the faculties of perception, comprehension, judgment and determination and entails our will, our intentions and our purposes. (Luke 24:45) 
D. 
We are to love the Lord our God with all our strength.
· Strength refers to physical energy, might or power.
· It means to exert or extend ourselves for God. (1 Cor. 9:24-27; 2 Tim. 2:3; 10, 15; 4:5-7) 
E.
In summary:

· Genuine love of the Lord encompasses the intellectual, emotional, volitional, and physical elements of personhood.
· Genuine love of the Lord is intelligent, feeling, willing and serving.

· Genuine love of the Lord involves thought, sensitivity, intent and action.

· Genuine love of the Lord means we love Him with our whole being.

