THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
 14 "For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you." – Matt. 6:14 
35 "So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses." – Matt. 18:35  
0.
INTRODUCTION – THE ESSENCE OF FORGIVENESS
A. Forgiveness deals with real sin; inexcusable, unacceptable, unforgettable sin.

B. Forgiveness means erasing the act, letting go of the wrong.

C. Forgiveness is granted, not earned.  The forgiver chooses to forgive.
I. THE EXTENT OF FORGIVENESS (Matt. 18:21-22) 

A. Peter came to Jesus with a question: “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?”
· Peter is asking about forgiving a brother, a fellow believer.

· Peter suggested a limit of 7 times which more than doubled the limit allowed by the rabbis by adding one more for good measure. (Amos 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 13; Job 33:29-30) 
B. Jesus responded by multiplying it by 70 to get 490 times; too much to keep a record.
II. THE EXAMPLE OF FORGIVENESS (Matt. 18:23-35) 

A. The parable tells of the affairs of a great king who represents God. (vs. 23)
B. The servant who owes an astronomical sum represents each and every sinner. (vs. 24)
· The astronomical sum represents the spiritual bankruptcy we have before a holy God.

C. The servant pleads for time which he does not deserve and the king forgives the debt. (vs. 26)
· The motive for forgiveness is compassion. (vs. 27; John 3:16; Rom. 5:6-8)

· The nature of forgiveness is grace. (Eph. 2:8)

· The price of forgiveness is borne by the king. (vs. 27; 1 Cor. 6:20; Eph. 1:7)

· The debt in effect turns into a gift; the forgiver pays what the forgiven owes. (Rom. 6:23;       2 Cor. 9:15)
D. The forgiven servant has a fellow servant who owes him an unpaid debt. (vs. 28)

· The debt is trivial compared to the debt the servant had owed the king. (vs. 24, 28)

· The servant refuses to forgive his fellow servant. (vs. 29-30) 

E. The king becomes angry because of the servant’s lack of forgiveness. (vs. 34)

F. Principles of forgiveness we learn from this parable:

· No matter what sins have been done against us, they are negligible compared to the sins we have done against God. (vs. 24, 28) [10,000 talents = $12 billion; 100 denarii = $20,000]
· To accept God’s forgiveness and yet to refuse to forgive others has consequences: 

· It is destructive because it leaves behind choked relationships. (vs. 28)

· It is tragic because it leaves fellow servants very grieved. (vs. 31)

· It is wicked because God says it is. (vs. 32)

· It is burdensome because God will torture your conscience. (vs. 34-35)

· Being “delivered to the torturers” has nothing to do with eternal punishment; it is the inner torment of the Christian who harbors grudges and bitter feelings towards other believers resulting in gnawing resentment and bitterness. (2 Pet. 2:7-8)
III. THE EXHORTATION OF FORGIVENESS (Matt. 18:33)
A. Forgiveness begins by putting aside the sins that break fellowship and destroy relationships: (Eph. 4:31)
· Bitterness – a smoldering resentment (Acts 8:23; Heb. 12:15)
· Wrath – wild rage, hot anger (Col. 3:8)
· Anger – less sudden in its rise than wrath, but more lasting in its nature; often seeks revenge
· Clamor – defamation arising from a bitter heart
· Evil speaking – revile or rail against another (Matt. 15:19; 1 Tim. 6:4)
· Malice – malicious or viciously evil (Tit. 3:3; 1 Pet. 2:1)
B. Forgiveness includes holding fast to the following virtues: (Eph. 4:32)
· Kind – good, gracious (Luke 6:35) 
· Tenderhearted – compassionate (1 Pet. 3:8)
