THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
"Love your neighbor as yourself." – Matt. 22:39 
I. THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS COMMANDMENT
A. This commandment is first found in the Law of Moses. (Lev. 19:18)

B. The importance of this commandment was emphasized by Jesus Christ.
· Jesus called it the second most important commandment after “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” (Matt. 22:36-39)
· Jesus said all the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments. (Matt. 22:40)
· Every command that God ever gave is an extension of either loving God or loving man.
· Man cannot love God with all his heart, soul and mind if he does not love his fellow man. (1 John 4:20-21) 
C. The importance of this commandment was also emphasized by the New Testament writers.

· Paul wrote that all the commandments that concern human relationships are summed up in this one commandment. (Rom. 13:9)
· Paul wrote that the moral elements of the Mosaic Law are fulfilled in this one commandment. (Gal. 5:14)

· James called this commandment the royal law, where royal carries the idea of supreme and sovereign, indicating the absolute and binding authority of this commandment. (Jam. 2:8)

II. THE MEANING OF THIS COMMANDMENT
A. This commandment does not teach that we must learn to love ourselves before we can properly love others. [Jesus actually teaches that we should deny ourselves. (Luke 9:23)]
· It simply acknowledges that it is basic human nature to love ourselves. (Eph. 5:29)
· We all have a powerful instinct of self-preservation and self-fulfillment. 
B. This commandment teaches that we are to be concerned about meeting the genuine human needs of our neighbors.

· ILLUSTRATION: A certain lawyer gave these same two commandments in answer to the question “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” (Luke 10:27)
· However, wanting to justify himself, he then asked “Who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29)
· Jesus response was to tell the Parable of the Good Samaritan. (Luke 10:30-37)
· Jesus answered his question, “Who is my neighbor?”

· My neighbor is a person who is in need, whose need I can see, and whose need I can meet.

· My neighbor may be an unknown stranger. (vs. 30)
· My neighbor may be someone I meet by chance. (vs. 31)

· We are not spiritual brothers of all mankind, but we are all neighbors.

· The universal fatherhood of God and universal brotherhood of man is not a Biblical teaching, the universal sovereignty of God and universal neighborhood of man is.

· Jesus answered a more crucial question, “What is my duty?” (vs. 36)

· The three passersby all saw the same thing but only one acted rightly. 

· The Samaritan had compassion. (vs. 33)

· The Samaritan provided care. (vs. 34)

· The Samaritan made a commitment. (vs. 35)

· Jesus then answered a third question, “What is love?”

· Love is not a sentimental feeling, it is sacrificial action. 

· Love for people is the overflow of love for God. (1 John 3:17)

· Ultimately, the reason why the priest and the Levite passed by was because they did not truly love God. 

C. This commandment teaches that we are to meet the needs of our neighbors in the same practical and beneficial ways in which we naturally and legitimately seek to meet our own needs. 
· We are to seek these things in the same way, with the same zeal, with the same energy, and with the same perseverance.
· We are to seek for our neighbors whatever we want others to do for us. (Matt. 7:12)
· We are not to think evil against a neighbor. (Zech. 8:17a)

· We are not to seek to harm a neighbor. (Rom. 13:10a)

· We are to seek to love and do good to all people. (Gal. 6:10; 1 Thes. 3:12)
