THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
"Let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’ and your ‘No’ be ‘No’." – Matt. 5:37
I. SWEARING TO AN OATH WAS PERMITTED BY THE LAW OF MOSES (Matt. 5:33) 

A. Jesus is quoting from the Law of Moses (Lev. 19:12)

B. There are other references to oath making in the Law of Moses. (Num. 30:2; Deut. 6:13; 10:20; 23:21) 
C. The reason for swearing to an oath was that it gave an indication of your earnestness to fulfill your promise. (Heb. 6:16) 

· God provided for proper oath making as an accommodation to sinful human nature. (Psa. 58:3; 62:4b)
· Man’s inclination to lie causes men to distrust each other. (Jere. 9:3-5)
· It was assumed that no one would make an oath unless he was fully determined to keep it since an oath invited judgment on the one who violated his vow.
D. Oaths were to be made only in God’s name. (Deut. 6:13 & 10:20; Isa. 65:16)

· All vows made with an oath were to be kept. (Psa. 50:14; 56:12; 61:8; 66:13; 76:11)
· Failure to keep an oath could result in dire consequences. (Ecc. 5:4-5; Jam. 5:12)
· Even being deceived is not a reason to break your oath. (Josh. 9:19-20)
· Failure to keep an oath made in God’s name was one way of taking the Lord’s name in vain. (Ex. 20:7)
E. There are many examples in Scripture of someone swearing an oath: 

· Abraham swore an oath. (Gen. 14:22-24; 21:23-34; 24:1-4)
· Isaac swore an oath. (Gen. 26:31)

· Jacob swore an oath. (Gen. 31:53)
· David and Jonathan swore an oath. (1 Sam. 20:42)
· The people of Israel swore an oath. (Neh. 10:28-29)
· Paul swore an oath. (Acts 18:18; 2 Cor. 1:23)

· Jesus answered a question under oath. (Matt. 26:63-64)
· God Himself swore an oath on several occasions. (Gen. 22:16-18; Ex. 6:8; Deut. 1:34-38; Acts 2:29-31; Heb. 6:13-14)
II.
THE PERVERSION OF OATH MAKING BY THE PHARISEES (Matt. 5:34-36)

A. They would swear dishonest oaths to anything other than God’s name. 

· They would swear by heaven, by earth, and by their heads. (Matt. 5:34-36)
· They would swear by the temple, by the gold of the temple, by the altar, and by the gift on the altar. (Matt. 23:16-22)
· The breaking of these oaths was considered perfectly acceptable to the Pharisees.
· They interpreted Lev. 19:12 that they could swear falsely by any other name.

· They interpreted Num. 30:2 that they could renege on oaths made to anyone but God.

B. They would resort to twisted logic to promote the use of oaths for deception.
· The fact that they developed a double standard for oath making gives evidence that their concern wasn’t for truth, but for the evasion of truth. (John 8:44)
C. They would swear oaths for the most insignificant circumstances leading to frivolous and meaningless oath making.

III.
THE TEACHING OF JESUS (Matt. 5:37)

A. God is the God of truth and cannot lie. (Tit. 1:2; Heb. 6:18)
B. God’s standard is absolute truthfulness. (Psa. 51:6a)
C. God hates a lying tongue. (Prov. 6:16-17 & 19; Prov. 12:22a)
D. Therefore, His people are to be people of truth. (Eph. 4:25)
· To swear by anything other than God’s name for purpose of deception dishonors God.
· Our most routine conversations as well as our most sincere oaths should be totally truthful.
· Every promise we make, regardless of whether or not there is an oath involved, is made in the presence of God.
E. Therefore, a believer should never have to swear an oath in order to convince other believers that he is telling the truth or that he will fulfill a promise. (Jam. 5:12) 

