THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
"Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s ..." – Matt. 22:21a
I. THE PHARISEES’ TEST QUESTION (Matt. 22:15-17) 

A. The Plot – the Pharisees gathered together to plot how they could trap Christ in His words.

· The Pharisees had always been Jesus’ most vocal and vehement enemies.

· They wanted to trap Him into making a subversive statement against Rome that would result in His arrest and execution as an insurrectionist. (Luke 20:20)

· Alternatively, they wanted Him to uphold Roman rule thus gaining the ire of the multitude.
B. The Problem – “Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” (Matt. 22:17)
C. The Participants – 
· The disciples of the Pharisees – not readily recognized as Pharisees, they could pretend to be a group of sincere admirers thus hoping to catch Christ off guard. (Matt. 22:15)
· The Herodians – allies of Herod, they would promote Herod’s program. (Luke 13:31)
· The Pharisees and the Herodians were opposed to each other about religion and politics, but they agreed about Jesus to the point that they took up a common cause against Him.
II.
JESUS’ RESPONSE – THE DENUNCIATION (Matt. 22:18)
A. By divine discernment, Jesus perceived the wicked intent behind their question. (Matt. 22:18a)
· It was impossible to trick or blindside Jesus. (Matt. 9:4) 
· He knew the motivation of the men asking the question. (John 2:24-25)
· He knew the flattering statements in verse 16 were not from the heart. (Rom. 16:18)
· He knew that their purpose was to trap Him, not to seek His wisdom. (Mark 12:15)

· He knew exactly the right answer to give them to defuse their attack. (Matt. 22:22)
B. Before answering their question, He threw a question of His own at them. (Matt. 22:18b)
· He let them know that their wicked scheme was clear to Him. (Matt. 12:25a)
· He exposed them as the hypocrites that they were. (Matt. 23:24-28)
· His demonstration of omniscience was another marvelous testimony to His deity.  
III.
JESUS’ RESPONSE – THE ILLUSTRATION (Matt. 22:19-21a)

A. Jesus asked for a coin used for paying taxes. (Matt. 22:19; Mark 12:15)
· Only Roman coins could be used to pay Roman taxes.
· The denarius was a coin minted by Rome under the emperor’s authority.
· The denarius always had an image of the emperor on one side.

B. The crowd confirmed that the image engraved on the coin was Caesar’s. (Mark 12:16)
IV.
JESUS’ RESPONSE – THE PRINCIPLE (Matt. 22:21b-22)

A. The word “render” means to pay back or give back in return for a service.
· It carries the idea of obligation, that is, it is not optional.
· Jesus’ answer to the original question is that it is not only lawful, but morally obligatory. 
B. Jesus essentially declared that it is the divinely ordained obligation of all citizens to pay taxes to whatever government is over them.
· Jesus made no qualifying exceptions, even if the rulers were blasphemous and pagan despots, since government serves to restrain evil and promote good. (Rom. 13:3-4)
· The state has the divine right to assess taxes that are within its sphere of responsibility, and its citizens have the divine obligation to pay them.

V.
RELATED TEACHING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT
A. Paul wrote that we are to be subject to our government leaders since they are appointed by God. (Rom. 13:1)
B. Paul wrote that government leaders are God’s ministers continually devoting themselves for our good. (Rom. 13:4a, 6)
· Therefore, we are to pay taxes to our government leaders. (Rom. 13:7a)

· Therefore, we are to respect our government leaders. (Rom. 13:7b)
· Therefore, we are to pray for our government leaders. (1 Tim. 2:1-3)
C. Peter wrote that it is the will of God that we are to submit to our government leaders. (1 Pet. 2:13-15)
