THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
"Do this in remembrance of Me." – Luke 22:19
0.
INTRODUCTION

· When we come to the Lord’s Table, the bread we eat represents the body of Christ that was given for us. (Luke 22:19)
· When we receive Communion, the cup we drink represents the blood of Christ which was shed for us. (Luke 22:20)
I. “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” (Luke 22:19) 
The body of Christ represents the great mystery of His whole incarnate life. (Phil. 2:7-8)
A. He made Himself of no reputation; He emptied Himself of five divine rights:
· He temporarily divested Himself of His divine glory. (John 17:1, 5) 

· He emptied Himself of independent divine authority. (John 5:30; 6:38; Heb. 5:8)
· He emptied Himself of some of His divine attributes. (Matt. 24:36)

· He emptied Himself of His eternal riches. (2 Cor. 8:9)

· He emptied Himself briefly of His unique intimate relationship with His Father. (Matt. 27:46)

B. He took the form of a bond servant, waiving His rights as Lord. (Matt. 20:28; Luke 22:27)
C. He came in the likeness of men, taking on our same physical frailties and limitations. (Heb. 4:15)
D. He humbled Himself becoming obedient to the point of death on the cross. (Jn. 10:17; Gal. 3:13)
II.
“This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you. This do as often as you drink it in remembrance of Me.” (Luke 22:19; 1 Cor. 11:25)
A. The shedding of the blood of Christ represents the perfect, sinless life of Christ poured out unto death for us. (Isa. 53:12)
· Without sin there would be no shedding of blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. (Heb. 9:22)
· However, it was impossible for the blood of animals to take away sins. (Heb. 10:4)

· Only the sacrifice of the sinless perfect Jesus Christ could take away our sins once for all. (Heb. 10:10-14) 
B. The shedding of the blood of Christ accomplished the following regarding our salvation:
· We have forgiveness of our sins through His blood. (Matt. 26:28)

· Christ gives us forgiveness of sins. (Acts 5:30-31; Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14)
· We have been purchased by His blood. (Acts 20:28)
· Christ purchased us as His own possession. (Mark 9:41; 1 Cor. 3:23; 6:19-20)

· We have propitiation by His blood. (Rom. 3:25)
· Christ is our wrath-removing sacrifice. (Rom. 8:1; 1 Thes. 5:9; 1 John 2:2; 4:10)

· We have been justified by His blood. (Rom. 5:9)
· Christ has made us believing sinners righteous in the sight of a just and holy God.

· We have been redeemed by His blood. (Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14; 1 Pet. 1:18-19)

· Christ has delivered us from slavery to sin. (Rom. 6:17-20)

· We have been brought near by His blood. (Eph. 2:13)

· Christ has given us access to God. (Rom. 5:1-2; 8:15-17; Gal. 4:6-7; Eph. 2:18; 3:12) 
· We have peace through His blood. (Col. 1:20)

· Christ has called us to peace. (John 14:27; 16:33; 1 Cor. 7:15b; Eph. 2:14a)

· We have been cleansed by His blood. (Heb. 9:14; Rev. 1:5)

· Christ has cleansed our hands and purified our hearts so we can worship God. (Psa. 24:3-4a; Heb. 10:19-22)

· We are being sanctified through His blood. (Heb. 13:12)
· Christ has made us holy, righteous and set apart unto Him. (1 Cor.6:9-11)
III.
THE ESSENCE OF REMEMBRANCE AT THE LORD’S TABLE (1 Cor. 10:16-17; 11:24-26)
A. We remember Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. (1 Cor. 11:24-25)
B. We celebrate our common salvation with fellow believers. (1 Cor. 10:16-17) 
C. We proclaim salvation in Christ. (1 Cor. 11:26a)

D. We anticipate the return of the Lord. (1 Cor. 11:26b)

