THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works." – Matt. 5:16
I. THE PROBLEM 

A. The world is degenerate and inundated with spiritual darkness. (1 John 2:16 & 5:19) 

· The world is under the control of Satan. (John 12:31; John 16:11; Eph. 2:1-2)

· The world hates God. (James 4:4)

· The world hates Christ. (John 15:18)

· The world hates Christians. (John 15:19; John 17:14)

B. The world is on the road to destruction. (2 Peter 3:10; 1 John 2:17)

II.
THE PLAN

A. Because God loves the world, He does not desire that any should perish. (John 3:16-17; 12:47;  1 Tim. 2:3-4; 2 Peter 3:9) 

B. When Christ came to earth, He was the light of the world. (John 8:12; John 9:5)
C. When He ascended into heaven, He gave us the responsibility to be the light of the world.    (Acts 1:8)
III.
THE PROGRAM

A. The function of believers in the world is to tell the world about God. (John 17:18-23) 

B. The world needs light because it is dark. (John 3:19-20; John 12:35c; Col. 1:13)

C. It is our responsibility to shine the light: “You are the light of the world.” (Matt. 5:14)
· The pronoun “you” is emphatic, highlighting the importance of each of us being involved in influencing our world. (Eph. 5:8; 1 Peter 2:9)

· The pronoun “you” is plural, pointing out that the entire church must be involved. 

· Each ray of light has limited influence; only the entire church collectively can influence change in the world.

· The verb “are” means Jesus is stating a fact, not giving a command. (Phil. 2:15; 1 Thes. 5:5) 

D. As light, believers have a direct influence on the world by what we share. 

· Light has one primary function – to dispel darkness.
· Having been enlightened by Jesus, we reflect His light in a dark world. (Eph. 5:14) 

· No matter how small the light – it eliminates total darkness.

· God’s church is light. (Matt. 5:14 & 16; John 12:36)

· God’s Word is light. (Psa. 119:105)
· God’s gospel is light. (2 Cor. 4:4-6)
· God’s Son is light. (Luke 2:28-32; John 1:6-9; John 12:46)

· God is light. (Psa. 27:1a; Psa. 36:9; 1 John 1:5-7)
IV. THE PRECAUTIONS

A. Light can be hidden if the believer is ashamed of Christ. (Matt. 5:15)
· Hidden light is good for nothing.  Are you hiding your light under a bushel basket?

B. Light can be hurtful if the believer is offensive and abusively shines the light right into the eyes of others. 
· Unloving methods of witnessing can result in people turning away from Christ.  Are you turning off people by the obnoxious way you share your faith? 

V. THE PURPOSE
A. When we shine our light obediently and unashamedly, God the Father is glorified. (Matt.5:16)
· We glorify God when we confess Jesus as Lord. (Phil. 2:9-11)
· We glorify God when we witness to unbelievers. (Acts 13:48)
· We glorify God when we proclaim the Word of God. (2 Thes. 3:1)
· We glorify God when we use our spiritual gifts. (1 Pet. 4:10-11)
· We glorify God when we do good works. (Matt. 5:16)
B. Doing good works is one way we let our light shine. (Matt. 5:16)

· We were created in Christ Jesus for good works. (Eph. 2:10)

· We were redeemed by Christ to be zealous for good works. (Tit. 2:14)
· We store up eternal treasures by being rich in good works. (1 Tim. 6:18-19)

