AMAZING GRACE – LOVE, THE RESPONSE TO GRACE
“For the love of Christ compels us … that those who live should no longer live for themselves,           but for Him who died for them and rose again.” – 2 Cor. 5:14-15
“We love Him because He first loved us.” – 1 John 4:19
I.
LIVING BY GRACE MEANS WE DON’T HAVE TO PERFORM TO EARN GOD’S APPROVAL
A. We are loved, accepted and blessed by God through the merit of Jesus. (Rom. 5:10)
B. There is nothing we can do that will cause Him to love us any more or any less. (2 Tim. 2:13)
II.
THE GRACE OF GOD DOES NOT GIVE US THE FREEDOM TO INDULGE OUR SINFUL NATURE
A. Obedience does not become optional because of His grace. (Gal. 5:13)
B. We are not to continue to live in sin just so that grace may abound. (Rom. 6:1-2)
C. Those who change the grace of God into a license for immorality are godless. (Jude 4)
III.    
LIVING UNDER GRACE MEANS WE OBEY GOD IN LOVING RESPONSE RATHER THAN FROM A SENSE OF DUTY
A. Our motivation to obey may be even more important than our performance. (1 Cor. 4:5)
B. Our motivation to please Christ is very important to God. (1 Chron. 28:9a) 

C. Our motivation should be gratitude, rather than a sense of duty or obligation. (Rom. 12:1)
D. Love provides the correct motive for obedience. (Rom. 13:10)
E. Love will show itself in obedience. (John 14:15, 21, 23)
IV.    PAUL GAVE SEVEN REASONS THAT MOTIVATED HIM FOR MINISTRY (2 Cor. 5:9-21)  

A. He was motivated because he had a desire to please God. (2 Cor. 5:9)
B. He was motivated because he was accountable to God; he knew he will appear before the judgment seat of Christ. (2 Cor. 5:10)

· This will be a place of revelation. (1 Cor. 3:13)

· This will be a place of reward / recognition. (1 Cor. 3:14)

· This will be a place of reckoning. (Rom. 14:12) 
C.
He was motivated by the love of Christ. (2 Cor. 5:14-15)
· We love Christ because Christ loved us first. (1 John 4:19)
· There is no motivation stronger than coming to the understanding, not only that someone loves me, but that they loved me enough to die for me. (Rom. 5:6-8; Gal. 2:19-20)
D.
He was motivated by being a new creation in Christ. (2 Cor. 5:17)
· What does it mean that I am a new creation in Christ?  It means that everything about me has changed. The old man is dead, crucified with Christ; all things are new.

·    We have a new head; we think differently – We don't think like the rest of the world, now we think like Jesus. (Rom. 12:2; 1 Cor. 2:16)

·    We have new hands; we act differently – We can't have a transformed mind without our actions following suit. Otherwise, we are just hypocrites.
·    We have a new home; we perceive differently.  Our focus is not on this world but on heaven.  (Phil. 3:20)
·    We have a new heart; we are different – Our character and our very nature have been changed.  We are a new man, not only on the outside, but on the inside. (Ezek. 36:26)
E.
He was motivated by the call of Christ. (2 Cor. 5:18, 20)
· We have been called to the ministry of reconciliation. (2 Cor. 5:18)
· We are now ambassadors for Christ. (2 Cor. 5:20) 
F. He was motivated by stewardship of the gospel, i.e., the word of reconciliation. (2 Cor. 5:19)
· Paul called this the stewardship of God's grace [NASB]. (Eph. 3:2)
· Paul defined his ministry as a stewardship. (1 Cor. 4:1; Col. 1:25)
· As stewards of the gospel, we are required to be faithful. (1 Cor. 4:2)
· As stewards, we have been entrusted with the gospel. (Gal. 2:7; 1 Thes. 2:4)
G.
He was motivated because he was now righteous in God’s eyes. (2 Cor. 5:21)
· Before Christ, we were dead in our sins. (Eph. 2:1-3)
· We experience full forgiveness solely by faith in the complete redemption provided by Jesus Christ. (Rom. 3:21-26) 
