AMAZING GRACE – LIBERTY, THE CALL OF GRACE
“For you, brethren, have been called to liberty.” – Gal. 5:13a
0.
INTRODUCTION – DEFINITION OF LEGALISM
A. Legalism is a religion of human achievement in order to earn favor with God.
B. Legalism insists on diligently observing manmade religious rules and requirements.
· Legalism causes us to be in bondage to the unbiblical opinions of others. (Matt. 15:6)

· Legalism is conforming to how other people think we should live rather than how Scripture tells us to live. (Matt 15:8-9)
· Legalism has the appearance of wisdom but it has absolutely no value. (Col. 2:20-23)
I. THE COMMAND TO RESIST LEGALISM (Gal. 5:1)
A. Legalism is a heavy yoke of slavery. (Gal. 4:9-10)
· A yoke was used to control slaves so that they would do tasks that they would not do willingly if they were free.

· The legalistic Jews created burdens that could not be carried. (Matt. 23:2-4; Luke 11:46) 
B. Jesus provides a better way – LIBERTY and FREEDOM. (Matt. 11:28-30; John 8:36)

· Once free, we are never to submit to slavery again. (Eph. 4:14; Col. 2:16)

· Once free, we are to stay free. (2 Thes. 2:15)

· We are called to exercise wisdom between truth and error, not just blindly follow those who would want us to be enslaved. (Heb. 5:14; 1 John 4:1; Jude 3)

· However, we should never use our liberty as an excuse to sin. (Gal. 5:13b; 1 Pet. 2:16) 

II.   THE CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO EMBRACE LEGALISM (Gal. 5:2-6)

A.
Christ will be worthless. (Gal. 5:2)

· When we adopt legalism, we are saying Christ’s sacrifice is insufficient.

· Jesus Christ cannot benefit a person who attempts to impress God through his own self effort.

· If we are trying to earn God’s favor, we just hinder the work of the Holy Spirit and stunt our own spiritual growth.

B.
The whole law will have to be obeyed. (Gal. 5:3)

· When we move from grace to works, we place ourselves under the entire Mosaic Law.     (Gal. 3:10; James 2:10)

C. Christ will be alienated. (Gal. 5:4)

· When we try to be justified by works, we are not brought closer to God; we actually are estranged from Christ as we fall from grace.  Legalism doesn’t please God, it offends Him.

D. Righteousness will be unattainable. (Gal. 5:5-6)

· When we place our hope in our imperfect and worthless works in a vain attempt to complete the perfect work of Christ, we become excluded from the righteousness God desires for His children. (Isa. 64:6)

III. THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THOSE WHO TEACH LEGALISM (Gal. 5:7-12)

A. They keep you from obeying the truth. (Gal. 5:7; Acts 20:29-30; 2 Pet. 2:1-2)

B. They do not represent God. (Gal. 5:8; Mark 13:5-6; John 16:1-3; 1 Tim. 4:1-3)

C. They contaminate the church. (Gal. 5:9; Matt. 16:11-12; 1 Cor. 5:6; 2 Tim. 2:16-17)

D. They face judgment. (Gal. 5:10; 2 Pet. 2:1; Jude 10-13)

E. They persecute true believers. (Gal. 5:11; John 16:2; Acts 9:1; Acts 26:9-11)
IV. THE PRINCIPLE OF LIBERTY IN CHRISTIAN RELATIONSHIPS


A. Believers have different opinions about various issues; we should not judge those who understand their liberty and enjoy their freedom in Christ, nor judge those who tend towards legalism by adhering to specific rules of conduct, behavior or lifestyle. (Rom. 14:1-3)

B. Regardless of a believer’s position on an issue that is not clearly defined in Scripture, he has most likely taken it because he believes he is pleasing God. (1 Thes. 4:1)
C. Personal conviction should mold our behavior in all situations not specifically commanded nor forbidden by Scripture. (Acts 23:1; Rom. 14:5)
D. We must not seek to bind the consciences of other believers with our personal convictions.
E. It is not our place to judge other believers. (Rom. 14:10a, 13a)
