AMAZING GRACE – WISDOM, A BENEFIT OF GRACE
 “But [by the grace of God] we have the mind of Christ.” – 1 Cor. 2:16b
I.
GOD’S WISDOM IS NOT HUMANLY DISCOVERED (1 Cor. 2:6-9)

A. Man simply does not have the ability to see and understand the things of God that are critical for knowing God and living life as He designed it to be lived. (1 John 5:20)
B. By his own resources the creature cannot possibly comprehend his Creator.
C. God’s wisdom is a mystery intentionally withheld from natural man. (Matt. 11:25; 1 Cor. 2:7)
D. God’s wisdom cannot be found by external searching by using eye or ear. (Job 28:12-15;     Matt. 13:11, 13-14)
· We simply cannot know all we need to know to be what we are supposed to be and to do what we are supposed to do by means of personal experience and collective research.

· Although the word “grace” is never mentioned in this 1 Cor. passage, it is very clear that our ability to understand the things of God is totally because of God’s grace. 
· It is only through God that we can receive wisdom and understanding. (Prov. 9:10)
II.
GOD’S WISDOM COMES BY REVELATION (1 Cor. 2:10-11)

A. The Holy Spirit knows the mind of God perfectly. (1 Cor. 2:11)
B. The Holy Spirit reveals God’s wisdom to us. (1 Cor. 2:10)
III.
GOD’S WISDOM COMES BY INSPIRATION (1 Cor. 2:12-13)

A. The Holy Spirit is the divine Author of Scripture. (2 Pet. 1:21)
B. God inspired the Writers of Scripture. (Matt. 4:4; 2 Tim. 3:16)
C. The writers of Scripture did not record their own ideas and interpretations. (2 Sam. 23:2; Jere. 1:9; 1 Cor. 2:13)
IV.
GOD’S WISDOM COMES BY ILLUMINATION (1 Cor. 2:14-16)

A. The Holy Spirit is the divine Teacher of God’s Revelation. (John 14:26; John 16:13)
· The Holy Spirit is our resident Truth Teacher to enlighten us about the things of God.

· We don’t need God’s help to read His Word, but we His help to understand it.

B.
The Holy Spirit opens the eyes of our understanding so that we can truly know and rightly interpret the truth that He has revealed. (Psa. 119:18)
C.
Without the Holy Spirit’s ministry of illuminating grace, God’s revelation would be at worst completely concealed from us, and at best, a whole lot of foolishness to us. (1 Cor. 2:14)
· Sin turns all mankind into fools from which we all need to be delivered. 
· Grace opens the eyes and understanding of our hearts so that we may know God, and seek and receive the life that only He can give. (2 Tim. 2:7) 
D.
We can understand God’s Word because we have the mind of Christ. (Luke 24:45)
· This does not mean we can know and understand everything. (Deut. 29:29)
· This does not mean that we do not need human teachers. (Eph. 4:11-12; Neh. 8:8)

· This does not mean that Bible study is not hard work, but it does mean that Scripture can be understood by every diligent believer. (2 Tim. 2:15)
V.
GOD’S WISDOM COMES BY PRAYER 
A.
God alone is the source of true wisdom. (Job 28:20-23; Rom. 11:33)
B. Since God is the source of wisdom, we must go to God if we want wisdom.
· We pray to God if we want wisdom for others. (Eph. 1:16-18; Col. 1:9)
· We pray to God if we want wisdom for ourselves. (Jam. 1:5a)
· We have to ask for wisdom because God will not give wisdom to those who don’t want it; He is not going to impress wisdom on an unwilling heart and mind. (Jere. 29:12-13)
· However, when we ask God for wisdom, He gives it to us generously and without hesitation, reluctance, or reservation, i.e., “without reproach”. (Jam. 1:5b) 
· We are to pray to God without any doubting. (Jam. 1:6)
· This doubt is doubt about His willingness, not His ability, to answer our prayer. 
· Some believers simply doubt that God will give them what they need because they are undeserving, which is true but irrelevant. (Matt. 21:22; John 15:7, 16)
· Some believers simply doubt that God will listen to their prayers because they are unworthy of God’s attention, which is true but irrelevant. (Matt. 6:6; John 14:13-14)
