AMAZING GRACE – THE APPROPRIATION OF GOD’S GRACE
“You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.” – 2 Tim. 2:1
“Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy                                and find grace to help in time of need.” – Heb. 4:16
0.     
INTRODUCTION TO APPROPRIATING GOD’S GRACE

A. God says in His word that His grace is sufficient for us. (2 Cor. 12:9)

· This verse opens up another dimension of God’s grace: God’s divine assistance through the Holy Spirit; i.e., God gives His power to enable us to respond to life’s circumstances.
· Here, the word “grace” means the undeserved help and/or unmerited influence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. (1 Cor. 15:10)

· We are not to be passive recipients of this grace, but instead, we should make every effort to appropriate this grace.
B. There are a number of verses in Scripture which indicate that we can and that we should appropriate this grace:

· Paul urged Timothy to be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. (2 Tim. 2:1)
· Peter wrote that we should grow in grace. (2 Pet. 3:18)

· Hebrews states that we can find grace to help us in our time of need. (Heb. 4:16)

C. Today, we will highlight the ways we can appropriate God’s grace in our lives.
I.     
WE CAN APPROPRIATE GOD’S GRACE BY ASKING FOR IT IN PRAYER
A.
We are encouraged to come to the throne of grace so that we might receive grace to help us in our time of need. (Heb. 4:15-16)
· Most ancient rulers were unapproachable by their subjects; even Queen Esther risked her life by approaching her husband the king without invitation. (Esth. 5:1-2)
· Although God lives in “unapproachable light” (1 Tim. 6:16), we can still approach the King of kings and Lord of lords with confidence. (Heb. 4:16; 10:19-22)

· God is waiting to be gracious to us. (Isa. 30:18)

B.
The grace we receive when we approach the throne of grace is the divine enablement to cope with whatever adversity, trial or dilemma we face in a godly manner. (Example: Acts 4:29)
· Our High Priest is able and willing to sympathize with our weaknesses. (Heb. 4:15a)
· Our High Priest experienced all of the trials that we face, yet without sin. (Heb. 4:15b)

· Our High Priest is interceding for us to ensure His grace will be sufficient. (Heb. 7:25)
II.     
WE CAN APPROPRIATE GOD’S GRACE BY RECALLING GOD’S WORD
A. The word of His grace is able to build us up in our faith. (Acts 20:32)
B. God’s word is more than objective truth; it is actually life-giving and life-sustaining. (Deut. 32:46-47) 
· The regular input of God’s word is necessary to sustain a healthy spiritual life. (1 Pet. 2:2)
· The storing up of God’s word in our hearts keeps us from sin. (Psa. 119:11)

· We receive hope through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures. (Rom. 15:4)

III.    
WE CAN APPROPRIATE GOD’S GRACE BY SUBMITTING TO HIS WILL FOR OUR LIVES
A. “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” (1 Pet. 5:5b)
· We must believe that God is in sovereign control of our circumstances.
· When times are difficult or disappointing, we must humbly submit to his providential working in our lives. (Heb. 12:5-11; Job: Job 1:21; 2:10; 42:11; Joseph: Gen. 45:5-8; 50:20)
B. The God of all grace will “perfect, establish, strengthen and settle you” after you have suffered a while. (1 Pet. 5:10)
IV.    
WE CAN APPROPRIATE GOD’S GRACE THROUGH THE MINISTRY OF OTHER BELIEVERS
A. The spiritual gifts of every believer are given to us by God’s grace. (Rom. 12:6)
· Our abilities to help build the church are based on the grace of God. (1 Cor. 3:10)
· Our abilities to work for God are based on the grace of God. (1 Cor. 15:10)
· Our abilities to serve God are based on the grace of God. (Heb. 12:28)

B. Our generosity to help others is based on the grace of God. (2 Cor. 8:1-9; 9:8-14)
C. Our calling to minister is a gift of the grace of God. (Eph. 3:7-8)
