KNOWING JESUS CHRIST – HOW DO WE KNOW WE KNOW HIM?
“Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord.” – Phil. 3:8a
0.
INTRODUCTION 
A.
Knowing Christ is much more than knowing about Him.

· The width of our knowledge about Him is no gauge of our knowledge of Him.

· To know Christ is to identify with Christ publically. (Matt. 28:19; Acts 2:37-38; Rom. 6:3-4)

· To know Christ is to be steadfast in faith. (Luke 9:26; Rom. 1:16; Phil. 1:20; 2 Tim. 1:8, 12)

· To know Christ is to be personally and emotionally involved in His work. (Acts 11:21-23;    2 John 1:4; 3 John 1:3)
B.
Knowing Christ is not so much us knowing Him as it is Christ knowing us. (Gal. 4:9a)

· We don’t make friends with Christ, He makes friends with us. (John 15:15)
· We know Christ because He knows us. (John 10:14, 27)

I.     
THOSE WHO KNOW CHRIST REJOICE IN HIM

Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For we … who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. (Phil. 3:1, 3)
A. Believers rejoice because of our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. (John 15:11; 17:13)
· Biblical joy produces a deep confidence in the future that is based on God’s purpose and power. (Luke 10:20b; 1 Pet. 1:8-9)
· Biblical joy results in the absence of any ultimate fear, because the relationship with Christ is eternal and unshakable. (John 16:22)
· Biblical joy is a supernaturally produced emotion, that is, it is the fruit of the Holy Spirit. (Rom. 14:17; 15:13; Gal. 5:22)
B. Believers rejoice even in the midst of difficult trials. (Jam. 1:2)
· When faith in Jesus Christ is genuine, even the worst of troubles can and should be cause for thanksgiving and rejoicing. (Acts 5:40-41; 1 Thes. 5:16-18)
· Trials become a cause for joy because they draw us closer to the Lord. (Phil. 3:10)
· Trials become a cause for joy because they yield the fruit of righteousness. (Heb. 12:11)
II.     
THOSE WHO KNOW CHRIST SERVE HIM

Knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. (Col. 3:24)

A.
Serving Christ means personal involvement. (John 13:13-14)
B.
Serving Christ requires Christlike unselfishness. (John 13:15-16)

C.
Serving Christ results in ultimate joyfulness. (John 13:17) 
III.     THOSE WHO KNOW CHRIST OBEY HIM

Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.  He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. (1 John 2:3-4)
A. External obedience provides evidence that the internal reality of knowing Christ has taken place. (Tit. 1:16)
B. The term “commandments” does not refer to the Mosaic Law, but to the precepts and directives of Christ. (Matt. 28:20; John 14:15, 21, 23; 15:10)

C. Willing obedience to Christ’s commandments is a reliable indicator that one has come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. (John 8:31; 14:21)   
IV.    
THOSE WHO KNOW CHRIST WITNESS FOR HIM

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me. (Acts 1:8)
A. Witnesses tell the truth about what they have heard, seen and felt. (1 John 1:1-2)
B. In the Great Commission, Jesus commands all believers to be His witnesses. (Matt. 28:19-20)

· Believers must always be ready to witness. (1 Pet. 3:15)
· Believers must live exemplary lives in order to effectively witness. (Tit. 2:7-8, 11-13)
