INTRODUCTION TO THE EPISTLE OF JAMES
I.     
THE AUTHOR OF THE EPISTLE OF JAMES (Jam. 1:1a)
A. There are only two men named James in the New Testament that are prominent enough to have written such an authoritative letter that it would be included in the canon of Scripture:
· James, the son of Zebedee, the brother of John. (Matt. 4:21)
·    This James was one of the 12 disciples of Jesus. (Matt. 10:2-4)
·    However, this James was one of the early Christian martyrs, and died too soon to be the author of this book. (Acts 12:1-2) 

· James, the leader of the Jerusalem church. (Acts 12:17; 15:6-21; 21:17-18; Gal. 2:9) 
·    James grew up in the household of Mary and Joseph with Jesus as his older brother. (Matt. 12:46; 13:55; John 2:11-12; Gal. 1:19)
·    James and his brothers were unbelievers during Jesus earthly ministry. (John 7:1-5)  
·    James and his brothers thought Jesus was crazy. (Mark 3:21)
·    James witnessed a post-resurrection appearance of Christ. (1 Cor. 15:4-7)
·    James and his brothers were present at the ascension of Christ and were a part of the church before Pentecost. (Acts 1:13-14) 

B. Extra biblical accounts reveal additional information about James.
· Josephus stated that after the death of Festus, Annas, the high priest (son of Annas who tried Jesus) called the Sanhedrin together and delivered James, “the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ”, to be stoned. (Antiquities, Book 20, Chap. 9, Para. 1)
· Eusebius relates the following about James (Ecclesiastical History, Chapter XXIII).

·    He was the brother of the Lord and was known as James “the Just”.

·    He had received the government of the church with the Apostles.

·    He wrote the first of the general epistles.

·    He prayed so often, that his knees became as hard as a camel’s.

·    The Jews threw him from the wing of the temple when he refused to renounce Jesus as the Christ, stoned him, and then beat his brains out with a club.

·    He was buried on the spot where he died, next to the temple.

·    Soon after his death, Vespasian invaded Judea and many Jews believed that the death of James, a man celebrated for his justice, was the cause of the siege of Jerusalem.  
II.     
THE DATE OF THE EPISTLE OF JAMES
A. It was written before the Council of Jerusalem held in 49AD (Acts 15) as there is no reference to Gentiles, Gentile churches, or Gentile-related issues.
B. It was most likely written between 44AD and 49AD making James the earliest New Testament book.
III.    
THE RECIPIENTS OF THE EPISTLE OF JAMES 
A. James wrote his epistle to “the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad”. (Jam. 1:1b) 
B. He is addressing Jewish Christians who lived outside of Palestine. (Acts 2:7-11; 1 Pet. 1:1) 
IV.    THE PURPOSE OF THE EPISTLE OF JAMES 
 
A. The Old Testament states that God is always looking to test our hearts so that we can take spiritual inventory of our lives. (1 Chron. 29:17a; Psa. 7:9b; Prov. 17:3; Jere. 17:10) 
B. The New Testament repeatedly stresses the necessity of testing our faith. (1 Thes. 2:4)
· Paul was constantly admonishing his audience to examine their faith. (1 Cor. 11:28a;          2 Cor. 13:5; Gal. 6:4)

· John mentioned several marks of genuine faith in his first epistle. (1 John 5:13)

·    Obedience to God. (1 John 2:3, 5-6; 3:24; 5:2-3)

·    Not loving the world. (1 John 2:15)

·    Living righteously. (1 John 2:29)

·    Avoiding sin. (1 John 3:6, 9) 

·    Loving fellow believers. (1 John 3:14; 4:7)
C. James wrote his epistle to challenge his readers to examine their faith to see if it was genuine saving faith. (Jam. 1:3-4)

· James includes 12 different tests that are reliable indicators that one is a believer.
· For each of the next 12 weeks we will be looking at a different test.  
