TEST #1 – Our RESPONSE TO TRIALS
James 1:2-8

Question:  Do you consider trials to be obstacles or opportunities?

Question:  Do you face trials readily or do you try to escape from them?

I.     
TRIALS IN THE LIFE OF A CHRISTIAN (Jam. 1:2-4)
A. Trials are inevitable. (vs. 2)
· Notice, it reads “when you fall into various trials”, not “if you fall into various trials”.
· Without exception, each of us will have trials. (Job 5:7; 14:1; Psa. 22:11; John 16:33)  

B. Trials are productive. (vs. 3-4)
· Trials test the strength of our faith. (vs. 3)
· Trials produce spiritual maturity. (vs. 4; Deut. 8:3; Job 23:10)

· Trials enhance our prayer life. (Psa. 3:1-4; 4:1, 3; 17:5-9)
· Trials develop humility. (Deut. 8:2; 2 Cor. 12:7)
· Trials wean us from dependence on worldly things. (Heb. 11:24-26)

· Trials lead to corrective behavior. (Heb. 12:7-11)

· Trials call us to look eagerly to our heavenly hope. (Rom. 8:18; Phil. 1:23)

· Trials teach us to value God’s blessings. (Psa. 46:1)
· Trials develop enduring strength for greater usefulness. (Rom. 5:3; 2 Cor. 12:10)

· Trials enable us to better help others through their trials. (Luke 22:31-32; 2 Cor. 1:3-4)

C. Trials are cause for rejoicing. (vs. 2)
· God is sovereign over the events in our life, both good and bad. (Gen. 45:5-9)

· God causes all things to work together for good. (Gen. 50:20; Eph. 1:11)

· God is always with us, even through the hardest times. (Matt. 28:20; Heb. 13:5b)

· God will never allow our trials to be more than we can bear. (1 Cor. 10:13)

· God will never allow trials in the lives of His children without a purpose. (Rom. 8:28)

· God sends trials that are transitory. (Rom. 8:18; 2 Cor. 4:17; 1 Pet. 1:6)

· God will reward us with praise glory and honor because we went through our trials successfully. (1 Pet. 1:7; Rom. 2:6-7, 10)
II.     
WISDOM – GOD’S GIFT FOR FACING TRIALS (Jam. 1:5-8)
A. Wisdom – What it is.

· Biblical wisdom focuses on practical living in obedience to God’s revealed will. (Job 28:28; Psa. 111:10)
· “Wisdom is the ability to see life and ourselves as God sees each.” – Chuck Swindoll

·    Wisdom brings God into proper focus; it views life from His perspective.
·    Wisdom is the ability to make decisions as God would make them. 
· “Wisdom is the right use of knowledge.  To know is not to be wise … but to know how to use knowledge is to have wisdom.” – Charles Haddon Spurgeon
· Wisdom is the ability that enables us to live obediently before God in the midst of trials.
B. Wisdom – How to obtain it.
· Revere God. (Job 28:12-15, 20-23, 27-28)

· Read God’s Word. (Psa. 119:98-100)

· Request it from God [note this is a command, not a suggestion]. (vs. 5; Prov. 2:2-6)

·    The imperative verb “ask” is present tense, indicating that you will probably need to ask more than once to obtain the wisdom you need. 
·    Notice that wisdom is a gift from God; you don’t have to buy it or earn it, all you have to do to is ask for it.
·    However, there is a condition: we must request it from God in faith. (vs. 6-8)

· If we doubt that God will answer our prayer for wisdom, then we ought not to expect that we will receive wisdom from the Lord. (vs. 6-7)
· If we do not receive God’s wisdom, then we will be unstable as we face our trial. (vs. 8)
· Why?  If we doubt God, we are not committed to obey God no matter what; our heart will not be fully surrendered to do God’s will. 
