TEST #7 – THE USE OF GODLY WISDOM
James 3:13-18
I.
THE TEST OF WISDOM (vs. 13)
A. The kind of wisdom a person possesses will be revealed by the kind of life one lives.
· Those who possess human wisdom will demonstrate by their lives that they do not have a saving relationship with Jesus Christ. (vs. 14-16)
· Those who possess genuine saving faith will manifest the wisdom of God. (vs. 17-18) 
B. Wisdom is measured by deeds, not by degrees; wisdom applies truth to life. (Psa. 51:6)
II.    
HUMAN WISDOM DOES NOT DESCEND FROM ABOVE (vs. 14-16)

“Human wisdom panders to the flesh, elevates desire, supports pride, advocates independence, and makes man the center of everything.” – John MacArthur 
A. Human wisdom is motivated by “bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts”. (vs. 14) 
· Motivation is always determined by the heart. (Prov. 4:23; Matt. 15:19; Luke 24:25; Acts 8:37; Rom 10:9)   
· Those whose lives are motivated by human wisdom are inevitably self-centered and “do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness”. (Rom. 2:8-9a) 
B. Human wisdom approaches life as if God does not exist. (vs. 15; 1 Cor. 1:21b)
· It is “earthly” – of the world; it is limited to the present world. (Col. 2:8).
· It is “sensual” – of the flesh; it relates to natural, fallen, unredeemed man. (1 Cor. 2:14) 
· It is “demonic” – of the devil; it originates from Satan himself. (2 Cor. 4:3-4)
C. Human wisdom results in “confusion and every evil thing”. (vs. 16)
· The word “confusion” means disorder that comes from instability.  One reason the world is in such a mess is because it refuses to accept the wisdom of God. (1 Cor. 3:19a)
· The phrase “every evil thing” implies that nothing of any ultimate good results from human wisdom; it is absolutely worthless when it is applied to spiritual things. (1 Cor. 2:12-14)  
III.    
GODLY WISDOM IS FROM ABOVE (vs. 17-18)


Godly wisdom views life from God’s perspective and willingly submits to the leading of the Holy Spirit. (1 Cor. 2:4-7; 13; Eph. 1:17-19)
A. Godly wisdom is motivated by a pure heart. (vs. 17a; 1 John 3:3)
· When we purify our hearts, we draw near to God. (Matt. 5:8; Jam. 4:8)
· When we draw near to God, we receive godly wisdom. (Job 28:28; Prov. 9:10)

· Godly wisdom comes from knowing Jesus Christ. (1 Cor. 1:30a; Eph. 1:17)
B. The characteristics of godly wisdom are totally different from the characteristics of human wisdom; they clearly correspond to some of the Beatitudes. (vs. 17b) 
· It is “peaceable”; it doesn’t promote conflict because of selfishness, but instead promotes peace through humility. (Matt. 5:9; Phil. 2:2-4) 
· It is “gentle”; it is willing to humbly submit to insults, abuse and mistreatment for the sake of the gospel. (Matt. 5:5; 2 Tim. 2:24-25)
· It is “willing to yield”; it is being agreeable, reasonable, teachable, compliant, and is not being unbending or stubborn. (Matt. 5:3) 
· It is “full of mercy”; it has compassion for anyone who is suffering or who needs any kind of support or assistance. (Matt. 5:7; Luke 6:36; 1 John 3:17-18)
· It is “full of … good fruits”; it is the action that corresponds to the attitude in the previous phrase. (Eph. 2:10; Tit. 2:7a)
· It is “without partiality” [“unwavering” – NASB]; it literally means not to be filled with inconsistency, uncertainty, indecision, vacillation, or doubt. (Jam. 1:5-8) 
· It is “without hypocrisy”; it is real and sincere, and does not pretend to be something it is not. (Matt. 23:27-28)
C. Godly wisdom results in “the fruit of righteousness … sown in peace”. (vs. 18)
· Every life is a life of sowing and reaping; we reap what we sow. (Gal. 6:7)
· Those who have godly wisdom will sow righteousness and peace. (vs. 18; Isa. 32:17) 

· Those who have human wisdom will sow confusion and evil things. (vs. 16)  
