OUR TRIUNE GOD IN SALVATION
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” – 2 Cor. 13:14
“Nobody but God contributes to the work of salvation: the Father, Son and Spirit accomplish it all.” – Michael Reeves
I.    IN THE BEGINNING MAN SINNED
A. The Triune God of love created mankind to love God and to love each other. 
B. That is why Jesus said that these two commandments are the first and greatest. (Matt. 22:36-39)
C. However, when mankind sinned, our love turned; created to love God and each other, we could no longer be lovers in the image of God and became lovers of ourselves.  (2 Tim. 3:2-4)
D. Sin is a much deeper problem than disobedient behavior because all sin flows from our desires to put ourselves before God. (Gen. 3:5-6; Jam. 1:14-15)   
E. Our problem is not so much that we have behaved badly, but that we have loved badly.
F. When we sin, we pervert love and reject the God who made us to love and be loved by Him.

II.   IN HIS RESPONSE THE TRIUNE GOD LOVED
A. God the Father responded to man’s rejection with infinite love. (John 3:16; 1 John 4:8-10) 
B. God the Son responded to man’s rejection with infinite love. (Rom. 5:8; 1 John 3:16)
C. God the Holy Spirit responded to man’s rejection with infinite love. (Rom. 5:5; 15:30)
III.  THE ROLE OF THE TRIUNE GOD IN OUR SALVATION
A. The role of God the Father in our salvation:
· God the Father elected the saints. (Eph. 1:3-4; 2 Tim. 1:9)

· God the Father sent His Son to save the elect. (Gal. 4:4-5; 1 John 4:10)
· God the Father sacrificed His Son for the elect. (Isa. 53:4, 10a; Acts 2:23; Rom. 3:25; 8:32)

· God the Father gives the elect to Jesus Christ. (John 6:37; 44)
B. The role of God the Son in our salvation:
· God the Son is the atoning sacrifice for our sins. (John 10:15; Eph. 5:25)
· God the Son is our Redeemer. (Gal. 3:13; Tit. 2:14; Rev. 5:9)
· God the Son gives us eternal life. (John 10:28; 17:1-2)
· Jesus defines eternal life in terms of “knowing God”. (John 17:3)
· Knowing God is not knowing about God, it is knowing God in an intimate personal way.
· This intimate knowledge only comes through Jesus Christ. (John 14:6-9; 1 John 2:23)
· Eternal life does not begin at death, it begins at conversion, i.e., when one is born again.         (1 John 5:11-13 – note the present tense)
C. The role of God the Holy Spirit in our salvation: 
· God the Holy Spirit guides us to know the truth. (John 14:16-17; 16:13)
· God the Holy Spirit causes us to be born again. (John 3:5-6; 6:63; 1 Pet. 1:22-23)
· God the Holy Spirit enables us to confess Christ as Lord. (1 Cor. 12:3)
· God the Holy Spirit provides us with the assurance of salvation. (Rom. 8:14-16)
· God the Holy Spirit guarantees our salvation. (Eph. 1:13-14)
D. All three persons of the Godhead work in perfect unity to rescue the same undeserving sinners.
· Within the Trinity, there is one unified saving plan. 
· Those whom the Father chooses are precisely those whom the Son redeems and those whom the Spirit regenerates; the persons of the Godhead act as one Savior. (Luke 10:21-22)
IV.  SOVEREIGN ELECTION DOES NOT CONTRADICT NOR NEGATE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MAN TO REPENT AND TRUST CHRIST AS SAVIOR AND LORD
A. Two lines of truth, divine sovereignty and human responsibility, run parallel in the Bible:
· “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me [divine sovereignty], and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out [human responsibility].” (John 6:37)

· “Salvation is of the Lord.” [divine sovereignty] (Jonah 2:9) and “Seek the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near.” [human responsibility] (Isa. 55:6)

B. The sinner believes in Christ (John 3:16; Acts 16:31) and repents (Acts 2:38; 3:19) – and then learns that both his faith (Eph. 2:8) and his repentance are a gift from God (Acts 11:18).
C. The sinner makes a decision to place his faith in Christ (Gal. 2:16) – and then finds out that he has been chosen by God from the beginning (2 Thes. 2:13).

D. The sinner chooses to follow Christ (Matt. 16:24) – and then discovers he has been chosen by God before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4a).

