OUR TRIUNE GOD IN SANCTIFICATION
“According to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, 

that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood.” – 1 Pet. 1:2 [NASB]
“Nobody but God contributes to the work of sanctification: the Father, Son and Spirit accomplish it all.”
0.   DEFINITION: “Sanctification is the ongoing spiritual process by which God increasingly sets believers apart from sin and moves them towards holiness.” – John MacArthur

A. Three basic elements define believers’ sanctification:

· Past – positional sanctification when we are saved through faith in the sacrificial death of God the Son. (Heb. 10:10, 14, 22)

· Future – ultimate sanctification when we become sinless in our eternal state. (Eph. 5:25b-27)

· Present – experiential sanctification when we become more and more conformed to the image of Christ in our lives here on earth. (Rom. 8:29) 
B. There are several essential principles to remember concerning the experiential sanctification process:

· It involves the purging from the believer of his love for sin. (2 Tim. 2:19; Tit. 2:11-12)
· It involves the putting on of Christlikeness. (1 John 2:6)
· It occurs chiefly in the heart, the mind, and the inner being; it is not really concerned with modifying one’s outward behavior. (Rom. 12:2; 1 Pet. 3:3-4)

· It is God’s priority in the believer’s life. (1 Thes. 4:3)
I.    WE ARE SANCTIFIED BY GOD THE FATHER (Jude 1:1)
A. It is God Himself who sanctifies us completely. (Phil. 2:13; 1 Thes. 5:23a)
B. God the Father sanctifies us by His Word. (John 17:17; Acts 20:32; Psa. 119:11)
II.   WE ARE SANCTIFIED IN GOD THE SON (1 Cor. 1:2)
A. All believers are sanctified in Christ Jesus and are saints by calling. 
B. We are holy in God’s sight regardless of our sinful living and our distorted doctrine.
C. We should live holy lives, but holy living does not make us holy; we are holy because Christ’s work makes us holy in response to our faith in Him. (Acts 26:18; Heb. 2:11)
· We are sanctified through Christ’s sacrificial offering once for all. (Heb. 10:10, 14)
· Christ sanctifies those who believe in Him with the Word of God. (Eph. 5:25-27)
III.  WE ARE SANCTIFIED THROUGH GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT (1 Pet. 1:2)

A. The sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit encompasses all that the Spirit produces in salvation:
· The Holy Spirit grants repentance; we are “baptized with the Spirit”.  (Acts 11:15-18)

· The Holy Spirit produces regeneration; we are “born of the Spirit”.  (John 3:3-8)

· The Holy Spirit confirms adoption; we “receive the Spirit”. (Rom. 8:15-16)
· The Holy Spirit makes us acceptable; we are “sanctified by the Spirit”. (Rom. 15:16)
B. The sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit refers to specific spiritual concepts:

· It refers to separation.
· The Holy Spirit sets believers apart from sin to God. (Rom. 8:2)
· The Holy Spirit sets believers apart from darkness to light. (Eph. 5:8)
· The Holy Spirit sets believers apart from unbelief to faith. (2 Thes. 2:13)
· The Holy Spirit sets believers apart from a love of sin to a love of righteousness. 
· It refers to consecration.
· The Holy Spirit cleanses the hearts of converts. (Acts 15:8-9; 1 Cor. 6:11)

· The Holy Spirit renews the hearts of believers. (Ezek. 36:26-27)

· It refers to holiness.
· Holiness is laying aside the old self. (1 Pet. 1:14; Rom. 6:12-14; Eph. 4:17-24)

· Holiness is a way of life that affects everything we do. (1 Pet. 1:15; 1 Cor. 10:31)
· Holiness is imitating God in your life. (1 Pet. 1:16; Matt. 5:48; 1 Cor. 11:1; Eph. 4:13) 
C.
The work of the Holy Spirit is necessary for sanctification: 

· Without the Holy Spirit, we would not become followers of Jesus Christ. (1 Thes. 1:5-6)

· Without the Holy Spirit, we would not worship God. (Phil. 3:3)

· Without the Holy Spirit, we would not have victory over sin. (Rom. 8:13)

· Without the Holy Spirit, we would not be sanctified. (2 Thes. 2:13)
