  SPIRITUAL TRUTHS REVEALED BY JESUS
"Narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few that find it." – Matt. 7:14
I. THE CONTEXT – Read Matt. 7:13-14
II.
THE COMMAND TO ENTER THE NARROW GATE (vs. 13a) – Enter by the narrow gate.
A. Jesus commands that we enter the narrow gate, not that we enter just any gate.

B. The narrow gate is Christ Himself. (John 14:6; John 10:7 & 9; Acts 4:12; 1 Tim. 2:5) 

C. Although God has provided a way, He always leaves the choice to man. (Deut. 30:19, Josh. 24:15; 1 Kings 18:21; Jere. 21:8)

III.
THE CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT ENTER THE NARROW GATE (vs. 13b) – For wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.
A. There are many roads, but all except one end up in the same place – eternal damnation.

B. There are many people on the broad way, but being in the majority does not make you right.

· The broad way is easy, attractive, indulgent, permissive, and tolerates sin.
· The broad way has few rules, few restrictions and few requirements. (Jud. 21:25b)
· The broad way requires no spiritual maturity, no moral character, no commitment, and no sacrifice. (Eph. 2:2-3)
· The broad way leads to destruction. (Prov. 14:12) 

II. THE CONDITIONS REQUIRED TO ENTER THE NARROW GATE (vs. 14a) – Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life.
A. Man cannot come to God in any of the ways that man himself devises, but only in the one way that God Himself has provided. (John 10:9; 14:6; 1 Tim. 2:5)

B. The gate is narrow and the way is difficult. (John 5:40)
· The person who enters the narrow gate must enter alone.

· The narrow gate is like a turnstile, you can’t bring anyone through the gate with you.
· The narrow gate can separate you from your family. (Luke 12:51-53; 14:26)
· The person who enters the narrow gate must enter empty handed. (Matt. 7:22-23)
· Everyone coming through the gate must acknowledge utter dependence. (Matt. 18:3)

· Everyone coming through the gate must deny themselves. (Matt. 16:24) 
· The person who enters the narrow gate must expend great effort. (Luke 13:24)
· The word “strive” is the Greek word “agonizomai” from which we get “agonize”. 
· The narrow way is not easy; it is difficult, and many do not complete the journey. (Matt. 22:14; 1 John 2:19)
· The person who enters the narrow gate must say “No” to the things of the world, which can mean persecution, ridicule and tribulation. (John 15:19-20; 16:33)
· The person who enters the narrow gate will have Satan as an enemy. (1 Pet. 5:8) 

III. THE CONSCIENCIOUS EFFORT REQUIRED TO ENTER THE NARROW GATE (vs. 14b) – And there are few who find it.
A.
The person who enters the narrow gate must seek it diligently. (Luke 13:23-24; Jere. 29:13)
B.
Not many people find the narrow gate.

· No one ever stumbles into the kingdom.

· No one ever wanders through the narrow gate by accident. (John 6:44a; 65)
IV. THE CRITICISM AGAINST THOSE WHO ENTER THE NARROW GATE

A. The claim that Christ is the only way to God goes against the grain of our pluralistic society, so that believers are often considered narrow-minded, intolerant, arrogant, and ignorant.

B. In reality, however, since Christ is the only way to eternal life: (John 14:6)
· We are not narrow-minded, because the narrow gate is not false, it is true. (Acts 4:12)
· We are not intolerant, because the narrow gate is open to all who seek it. (Acts 10:43)
· We are not arrogant, because the narrow gate is not our opinion, it is God’s revelation.
· We are not ignorant, because the narrow gate is not irrational, it makes far more sense than: “Any way or every way will get you to the Father.” 

TO SUMMARIZE: IN ORDER TO ENTER THE NARROW GATE YOU MUST SEARCH (14b) AND YOU MUST STRIVE (14a)








