 SPIRITUAL TRUTHS REVEALED BY JESUS
"By their fruits you will know them." – Matt. 7:20
I. THE CONTEXT – Read Matt. 7:15-20
A. The Warning Against False Prophets – “Beware of false prophets …” (Matt. 7:15)
B. The Tests for Identifying False Prophets – “By their fruits you will know them.” (Matt. 7:16-20)

II.  THE WARNING AGAINST FALSE PROPHETS (Matt. 7:15)
A. The distribution of false prophets – they are everywhere. (1 John 1:4; 2 John 7)
· There are three kinds of false prophets:

· Heretics who openly reject the word of God and teach contrary to it.

· Apostates who once were enlightened, but have now rejected the truth and are trying to lead others away. (2 Pet. 2:20-22)
· False shepherds who give the appearance of orthodoxy by using biblical terminology and by identifying themselves as pleasant, positive, evangelical Christians. (2 Cor. 11:13) 

· False prophets are encouraged by those who rebel against God. (Isa. 30:9-10; 2 Tim. 4:3-4)
· False prophets are even in the true church. (Acts 20:29-30; 2 Pet. 2:1; Jude 4)
B. The danger of false prophets – they are divisive. (Jude 19)
· They mislead many, including sometimes even the elect. (Matt. 24:5, 24; 2 Pet. 2:2)

· They draw away disciples after themselves. (Acts 20:30)
· They bring in destructive heresies. (2 Pet. 2:1)
· They entice unstable souls. (2 Pet. 2:14)
C. The deception of false prophets – they exploit their followers (2 Pet. 2:3a)
· They deceive with false misrepresentation – “they are clouds without water”. (Jude 12) 
· They disguise themselves as true shepherds. (Matt. 7:15) 
· They deceive with empty words. (Eph. 5:6; 2 Pet. 2:18a)
· They teach the philosophies of the world as if they were the word of God. (Col. 2:8)
· They teach the figments of their imagination as if they were the word of God. (Jere. 14:14; 23:16) 
III.
THE TESTS FOR IDENTIFYING FALSE PROPHETS (Matt. 7:16-20)
A. False prophets can be identified by their character. (Jude 12-13)
· A person who belongs to Jesus Christ will give evidence of good fruit in both his attitudes and his actions. (Luke 3:8; Gal. 5:22-23; Eph. 2:10; Phil. 1:11; Col. 1:10)

· A believer who is genuinely repentant and who truly loves God will also love and help his fellow man. (Tit. 3:8; 1 John 3:17; 4:20)
· A believer will have qualities that will lead to the bearing of good fruit. (2 Pet. 1:5-8)  

· A false prophet will be proud, arrogant, egotistical and self-indulgent. (2 Pet. 2:10)
· They only desire money, prestige, recognition and popularity. (Jude 16)
· They are characterized by greed, sexual immorality and selfishness. (2 Pet. 2:12-15)
B.
False prophets can be identified by their creed. (Matt. 12:34-35)
· Careful examination will always reveal false ideas that are unscriptural. (Isa. 8:20)
· Their message is always based on salvation being accomplished by man’s own effort.

· Their message provides superficial answers for people’s problems. (Jere. 6:14)

· Careful examination will always reveal important truths that are omitted. (Jude 4)
· Their message never reveals the depth or danger of sin and depravity.

· Their message never reveals the need for repentance and submission to the Lord.

· Their message never reveals that there is only one way to God. (Matt. 7:13-14; John 14:6)
· Careful examination will always reveal an incomplete, distorted, or perverted view of Christ.
· Careful examination will reveal that they teach what people want to hear. (Jere. 5:31)
· They talk much about the love of God but nothing of His holiness.
· They talk much about people who are deprived but nothing of those who are depraved.
· They talk much about the universal fatherhood of God of every human being but nothing about His unique fatherhood to those who are His children through faith in Jesus Christ.

· They talk much about health and happiness but nothing about suffering and holiness.
· They talk much about God’s promises to us but nothing about our obedience to Him. 

C. 
False prophets can be identified by their converts.

· Their converts have the same superficial, self-centered, unscriptural orientation they do. 
