 SPIRITUAL TRUTHS REVEALED BY JESUS
"The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few." – Matt. 9:37
I. THE CONTEXT – Read Matt. 9:36-38
A. In Chap. 8 & 9, Jesus has just concluded presenting His divine authority and His messianic credentials in his public ministry to the multitudes. (Matt. 8:16-17, 27; Matt. 9:6, 33) 
B. In Chap. 10, Jesus focused on His initial instruction and training in His private ministry to His disciples. (Matt. 10:1-5)

II.  CHRIST’S MOTIVES FOR EXPANDING MINISTRY (Matt. 9:36-37a)
A. His divine compassion – But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them… (vs. 36a)
· When Jesus looked at people He saw the desperate plight of their spiritual blindness and lostness, and He felt compassion for them. (Matt. 14:14; 15:32; Jam. 5:11c) 
· His compassion was so strong that He would grieve over them. (Matt. 23:37)
· His compassion was so strong that He would weep for them. (Luke 19:41)

· “There is no reason in man that God should save; the need is born of His own compassion.” - G. Campbell Morgan
B. Man’s lost condition – … because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. (vs. 36b)
· The Greek word for “weary” means to become “faint” or “enfeebled”.  It refers to people who are worn out and exhausted. (Matt. 11:28)
· The Greek word for “scattered” means “utterly helpless and defenseless”.  It refers to people who are spiritually helpless prey and hopelessly lost. (Isa. 53:6a; Psa. 119:176a)
· Lost people are either sheep without a shepherd or sheep with false shepherds who do not feed, protect or care for them. (Ezek. 34:8)
· False shepherds distort and contradict God’s Word perverting the way of salvation.

· False shepherds tell the sheep they are already saved because “a good God would never condemn anyone to hell”.

· False shepherds tell the sheep they can work themselves into God’s favor by avoiding certain sins, or by performing certain good deeds or certain prescribed rituals.  

C. The coming judgment – Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful.” (vs. 37a)
· There are several interpretations commonly offered for the meaning of “the harvest”.
· Some believe the harvest represents all the lost.
· Some believe the harvest represents all those who diligently seek after God.

· Some believe the harvest represents all the elect.

· However, the harvest in reality represents God’s eternal judgment. (Isa. 17:11; Joel 3:12-13; Matt. 13:30, 38-42; Rev. 14:14-16)
· God’s eternal judgment will fall on everyone who does not know God. (2 Thes. 1:7-9)

· But God’s desire is that no one would perish. (2 Pet. 3:9) 
III.
CHRIST’S METHOD OF EXPANDING MINISTRY (Matt. 9:37b-38)
A. First, we must acknowledge the need for workers. – “… but the laborers are few.” (vs. 37b)
· The primary problem that hinders the work of God is that the workers are few.
· There were very few workers in Jesus’ day and they are still few today.
· We need to understand that the number of workers will always be less than we would like. (1 Cor. 1:26) 
B.
Second, we must pray for more workers. – “Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.” (vs. 38)
· Jesus asks us to pray for more laborers, not to pray for more conversions.
· It is significant that Jesus did not ask His disciples to pray for conversions, although that is certainly appropriate. (1 Tim. 2:1-4) 
· If there are more laborers, then there will be more conversions.
· If we pray earnestly for the Lord to send someone to unsaved people, then we become open to being that someone ourselves.

· If we sincerely pray for workers, then we will soon make ourselves available to become one of His workers. 
