 SPIRITUAL TRUTHS REVEALED BY JESUS
"It is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven." – Matt. 19:23
I. THE CONTEXT – Read Matt. 19:16-26
II.  
THE ENCOUNTER WITH A RICH YOUNG MAN (vs. 16-22)
A. The request of the rich young man (vs. 16)
· He came to the right person; he came to Jesus. (John 17:3; 1 John 5:11, 20; Acts 4:12)

· He came with the right attitude; he ran up to Christ, knelt before Him, and he addressed Him respectfully as “Good Teacher”. (Mark 10:17)
· He asked the right question; he asked how he might have eternal life. (Acts 2:37; 16:30) 
B. The response of Jesus (vs. 17-19)
· Jesus did not immediately show the young man the way of salvation because He knew the young man was not ready.
· Jesus knew that the young man thought of Him as only a gifted human teacher, not as the Messiah. (Matt. 9:27-28; 15:22; 20:30-31) “Son of David” is a Messianic title.
· Jesus knew that the young man lacked a sense of his own sinfulness. (Jam. 2:10)
· Jesus knew that the young man loved his wealth more than he wanted salvation.

· Jesus quoted five of the Ten Commandments and the second of the two greatest command-ments dealing with man’s relationship to his fellowman. (Ex. 20:12-16; Lev. 19:18)
· Jesus did not mention the first four of the Ten Commandments or the first of the two greatest commandments dealing with man’s relationship to God. (Ex. 20:3-10; Deut. 6:5)
· The unmentioned commands are even more impossible to keep than the ones Jesus quoted. 
C. The outcome of the encounter (vs. 20-22)

· The young man was convinced in his mind that he had kept all of God’s law. (vs. 20)
· He never suspected that his inner life was full of uncleanness. (Matt. 23:27)

· He failed to see that he was a sinner from birth. (Psa. 51:3-5; Rom. 3:23) 
· Jesus made an attempt at showing the young man his true condition by telling him to sell all he had and give it to the poor. (Luke 12:20-21)
· If he truly loved his neighbor as himself, he would be willing to do what Jesus commanded – Example: Zacchaeus. (Luke 19:8)
· Obedience would not merit salvation but it would indicate that he desired salvation above everything else in his life. 
III. THE FOLLOW-UP CONVERSATION REGARDING THE ENCOUNTER (vs. 23-26) 
A. Jesus told His disciples that “It is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.” (vs. 23)
· The word “hard” means “impossible” as is clarified by His following statements:
· It is impossible “for a camel to go through the eye of a needle.” (vs. 24)
· “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” (vs. 26)
· Every conversion is a miracle. (Jere. 17:9; 32:17)
B. The disciples knew He meant impossible because their response was, “Who then can be saved?” (vs. 25)
· The Jews believed that the prosperous were more godly than other people. (Deut. 29:9; Josh. 1:7-8; 1 Kings 2:3)
· To the disciples, if the wealthy could not get to heaven, nobody could.

IV. THE MEANING OF THIS SPIRITUAL TRUTH
A. Jesus is not saying that the wealthy are farther from the kingdom than other people; He is saying that riches form a formidable barrier to eternal life.
· The rich tend to place false security in their wealth. (Rev. 3:17)

· Those with great material resources think they do not require divine resources. (1 Tim. 6:17)

· The wealthy tend to treasure their wealth rather than the things of God. (Matt. 6:19-21)

· The deceitfulness of riches chokes the Word of God out of one’s life and makes them unfruitful. (Mark 4:18-19; 1 Tim. 6:9-10)  
B. Jesus is really saying that one cannot gain access to heaven through human achievement and works-righteousness.
· Salvation has always been impossible by human effort. (Isa. 53:6a)
· Only God is able to change sinful hearts. (Ezek. 36:25-27; John 6:44; 2 Tim. 2:25-26)

