 SPIRITUAL TRUTHS REVEALED BY JESUS
"The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." – Matt. 20:28
I. THE CONTEXT – Read Matt. 20:25-28
II.  
THE ANTITHESIS OF GREATNESS IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD (vs. 25)
A. Leading by Dominant Lording (vs. 25a) – “the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them”
· These are men who use their position to dominate and control others.
· Examples would be the pharaohs, Nebuchadnezzar, the Caesars, and Herod.
· Some of Israel’s false shepherds ruled in this manner. (Ezek. 34:4)

· Peter warned church leaders not to lead this way. (1 Pet. 5:3)
B. Leading by Charismatic Control (vs. 25b) – “those who are great exercise authority over them”
· These are men who use their popular appeal because of their personality, charisma and achievements to influence, manipulate and control others.
·  “Those who are great” carries the idea of distinguished, eminent, or noble.
· By telling people what they like to hear, they skillfully take advantage of them. (2 Tim. 4:3-4)
III. THE EPITOME OF GREATNESS IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD (vs. 26-28) 
A. The Precept of True Greatness (vs. 26-27) – “Whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant.  And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave.”
· This is an entirely different kind of greatness than the world promotes; it is a greatness that is pleasing to God because it is humble and self-giving, rather than proud and self-serving.
· It means being a “servant” [“diakonos”], that is, a person that lives a selfless, humble life that willingly sacrifices for the sake of others. (Phil. 2:3-4) 
· It means being a “slave” [“doulos”], that is, a person who belongs to his master and only does what his master wants him to do. (1 Cor. 6:20a; 7:23)
· The requirement of true greatness is humble, selfless, sacrificial service. (Luke 17:10)
B. The Pattern for True Greatness (vs. 28) – “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
· The emphasis of this verse are the words “Just as the Son of Man” which indicates that what He is saying about Himself should also characterize His followers. (Matt. 18:33; John 15:10) 

· One of the purposes of Christ coming to earth was to set a supreme example for us. (1 Cor. 11:1; 1 Peter 2:21; 1 John 2:6) 
· He did not come to be served, but to serve. (Phil. 2:6-9)

· He set the example on how to be a servant. (John 13:13-17)
· Jesus’ ultimate act of servanthood was “to give His life”. (John 15:13)
· However, Jesus did not simply give His life as an example for others.

· He was not just a martyr for a godly cause.

· He was not just an example of life sacrificing selflessness.

· Jesus died as a “ransom” for others. (1 Tim. 2:6; Rev. 5:9)
· The term “ransom” means the redemption price of a slave, the amount required to buy the freedom of a slave.

· The unbeliever is a slave to sin. (John 8:34; Rom. 6:6, 17, 20)
· The unbeliever is a slave to Satan. (Eph. 2:2-3)
· We have been redeemed from the curse of the Law. (Gal. 3:13)

· We have been redeemed from every sin we have ever committed. (Tit. 2:14)
· We have been redeemed by the blood of Christ. (Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:18-19)
· In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gave 8 character traits of a true servant. (Matt. 5:3-10) 

· “The poor in spirit” – Those who have an attitude of absolute humility.

· “Those who mourn” – Those who have a strong compassion regarding the hurts, sorrows and losses of others. (Matt. 9:36; 15:32; 20:34; Luke 19:41; John 11:33-36
· “The meek” – Those who treat others with dignity, respect and gracious courtesy.
· “Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness” – Those who have a passionate drive for justice.

· “The merciful” – Those who have a genuine concern for people in need.

· “The pure in heart” – Those who do the right things for the right reason; no hypocrisy.

· “The peacemakers” – Those who preserve the unity of the Spirit. (Rom. 12:18; 14:19)
· “Those who have been persecuted” –Those who endure mistreatment with patience.      (1 Peter 2:23)
