 FAITH – THE FUNDAMENTAL REQUIREMENT FOR WORSHIP
0.
INTRODUCTION

A. 
Last week we looked at five types of worship that are unacceptable to God.
· The majority of people deny God’s existence one way or another.
· They may not reject the concept of God, but they live as if He doesn’t exist. (Tit. 1:16)
· For the most part, people do not want to know God. (Rom. 1:19-22, 28)
· Acknowledgement of the existence of a Supreme Being is not enough; one must know who God is, and that knowledge only comes from reading His Word. (Prov. 2:4-6)
B.
Today we will look at the one requirement that makes our worship acceptable to Him.
· The essence of worship is to please God, and Paul makes it very clear that we cannot please God unless we have faith in Him. (Heb. 11:6)

· Hebrews 11:6 gives us two criteria about God that we must believe:

1. We must be confident that God is who He says He is.
2. We must be certain that God will do what He says He will do.

I.  
WE MUST HAVE FAITH IN WHO GOD IS

A. God is a Person and must not be considered a cosmic force. 
· Scripture uses personal titles to describe Him.
· God the Father is called Father. (Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:6)  
· God the Son is called Lord, Savior, brother, friend. (2 Pet. 3:18; Heb. 2:11; John 15:14)
· God the Holy Spirit is called the Helper. (John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7)
· We know God is a person because He thinks, He acts, and He speaks.
· Our attributes of emotion, will and intellect did not just happen – God made us in His image. (Gen. 1:26-27; 5:1)
B. God is a Spirit Being and must not be restricted to a body.
· God is a Spirit and does not exist in a body that can be touched or seen. (John 4:24)
· God is invisible and cannot be reduced to a physical image. (John 1:18; 1 Tim. 1:17)

C. God is not human and must not be thought of in human terms. (Num. 23:19; Psa. 50:21)
D. God is One. (Deut. 6:4; Isa. 43:10; 44:6; 45:5; Mark 12:29; 1 Tim. 2:5a)
E. God is Triune.
· Although Scripture clearly states that God is one, it also states that there are three Persons who are the one God. (1 John 5:7)
· The Father is God. (1 Cor. 8:6a)
· The Son is God. (John 10:30; Tit. 2:13)
· The Holy Spirit is God. (Acts 5:3-4; 1 Cor. 6:19-20)
· The Trinity is one of those spiritual truths that is just too great for the human mind; God has allowed us to glimpse it, but we cannot hope to understand it in all its fullness.
II.
WE MUST HAVE FAITH IN WHAT GOD IS LIKE
A. God is immutable – He is not susceptible to change. (Psa. 102:25-27; Mal. 3:6a; Jam. 1:17; Heb. 13:8)
· God’s immutability sets Him apart from everything else, because everything else changes.
· Change is either for the better or for the worse; both are inconceivable with God – He couldn’t get any better and He wouldn’t get any worse.
B. God is omnipotent – He is all powerful; there is nothing He can’t do; there are no bounds to His energy; He does everything without losing any of His strength. (Jere. 32:17; Isa. 40:28)
· We can’t even imagine how powerful God is. (Eph. 3:20)

· Along with that power, God has the authority to do anything He wants to do. (Psa. 115:3)
C. God is omnipresent – He is everywhere at all times; He cannot be confined or limited to any one place. (Psa. 139:7-10; Prov. 15:3; Jere. 23:23-24)
D. God is omniscient – He knows everything, therefore He doesn’t need to learn anything. (1 Sam. 2:3; Psa. 147:5; 1 John 3:20)
· He not only knows everything that we do, He knows every thought that we think. (Psa. 139:1-4; Isa. 66:18a; Luke 6:8; John 2:24-25; Rev. 2:23b)
E. God is eternal – He had no beginning and He will have no end; there has never been a time when He did not exist. (Isa. 43:13a; 1 Tim. 1:17a)

(NEXT WEEK – GOD IS HOLY)
