 Understanding the Holiness of God 
Will Revolutionize OUR Worship
0.
INTRODUCTION

A. 
It is the holiness of God that compels us to worship Him. (Rev. 4:8-11)  
B.
To worship God as He really is, we must understand and know this fundamental fact: that GOD IS HOLY. (Isa. 6:1-3) 
I.  
THE HOLINESS OF GOD
A. Holy is how worshippers in Scripture describe God as they worship. (Ex. 15:11; 1 Sam. 2:2; Psa. 99:3, 5, 9; Luke 1:46-49)
B. Holy is how God describes Himself. (Lev. 11:44-45; 19:1-2; 20:26; 21:8; Isa. 43:3a, 15; 48:17)
· When God talks about Himself, He says He is holy. (Hos. 11:9)
· Whenever people describe themselves, they tell us what they think is most important about themselves, and how they want to be known – God wants us to know that He is holy.
C. Holiness is God’s nature – Holy is the way God is.
· Holiness can easily be considered the most significant of all God’s attributes, but it is the attribute most difficult to define.  
· Holiness includes the purity and moral perfection of His nature, but moral purity is not the essence of what holiness means. (1 John 1:5)
· Holiness carries the meaning of being set apart; so the holiness of God refers to His absolute infinite transcendence above and apart from all that He has made. (Matt. 6:9)
II.
THE RAMIFICATIONS OF THE HOLINESS OF GOD
A. Because God is holy, He hates sin. (Zech. 8:17; Mal. 2:16a)
· Sin is an abomination to God; that is a very strong word that means extreme disgust and hatred, or intense loathing. (Prov. 11:1, 20; 12:22; 15:9, 26; 16:5; 17:15)
· Sin is a moral evil, it is a negation of what is right. (Psa. 51:4a)
· Sin is rebellion against the rule and love of God. (Dan. 9:5) 
· We really don’t understand how much God hates sin; if we did, we wouldn’t do it.
B. Because God is holy, He demands perfect holiness. (1 Pet. 1:15-16)
· The holiness of God is an impossible high standard, but it is nevertheless the standard that God holds us to. (Lev. 11:45; Heb. 12:14)
· We were designed to be holy; we were made to reflect the holiness of God. (Eccl. 7:29a)
C. Because God is holy, He can never overlook any sin we may commit. (Ex. 34:6-7)
· God’s holiness does not excuse or make allowance for minor flaws or short comings in our personalities. (Hab. 1:13a)
D. Because God is holy, He can never tempt us to sin. (Jam. 1:13-15; 1 Cor. 10:12-13)
E. Because God is holy, He will execute judgment on all those who sin. (Rom. 1:18; 6:23)
· The holiness of God and the wrath of God are inseparably united; God’s wrath is the result of His utter intolerance of all who turn from Him and sin willfully. (Heb. 10:26-30)
· He will judge whoever does not meet His standard of holiness, because by His very nature, He must punish sin. (2 Thes. 1:7b-9; Jude 14-15)
F. Because God is holy, His actions toward us will always be perfect and just. (Deut. 32:3-4)
· God will always do everything perfectly; even His wrath and His justice are perfect.
· To grumble against God and to claim He is not fair is to deny His holiness. 
III.
THE PROPER RESPONSE TO THE HOLINESS OF GOD
A. When we enter into the presence of God, we must see Him as holy. (Psa. 103:1; 145:21)  

· Without a vision of God’s holiness, true worship is not possible.
· Until we understand the holiness of God, we can never know the depth of our own sin.
· When we see God as holy, we will see ourselves as unholy. (Isa. 6:5; Luke 5:8)
B. When we worship God, we must worship Him with reverence and godly fear. (Heb. 12:28-29)
· The reason many do not truly worship God is because they do not fear Him. (Rom. 3:18)
· There is much supposed worship taking place that shows no fear of God. (2 Cor. 7:1) 
· Our worship is often too casual, too shallow, and too superficial. (Matt. 15:8-9)  
· Our worship is often without any repentance in our hearts and confession on our lips.
