FOUNDATIONAL CONVICTIONS REQUIRED FOR UNDERSTANDING SCRIPTURE
I.  
SCRIPTURE IS GOD-BREATHED
A. Scripture originates in the mind of God and is spoken out from that mind. (2 Tim. 3:16a)
B. Scripture is trustworthy and true because every word of God is pure. (Prov. 30:5a)
C. Scripture is inspired, where “Inspiration is the act of the Holy Spirit in revealing to human writers the message that God intended to comprise the Scriptures.” – John MacArthur

· The Holy Spirit moved human writers so that they wrote down the very words of God; they were authors; not secretaries, not robots, not transcription machines. (2 Pet. 1:21)

· The words they wrote came out as God’s Word – verbal inspiration. (2 Sam. 23:2; Jer. 1:9)
· They recorded what they were told, but they didn’t always understand what they wrote.        (1 Pet. 1:10-11)

· The Word of God consists of the words of God. (Matt.24:35; John 17:8; 1 Cor. 2:13)

II.
SCRIPTURE IS UNDERSTANDABLE
A. The fact that Scripture is revelation from God indicates that God means for us to understand what He has revealed. (Rom. 15:4)
· Scripture reveals God’s attributes and character to us. (Ex. 34:6-7)

· Scripture teaches, reproves and corrects our beliefs and behavior. (2 Tim. 3:16-17)
· Scripture unleashes the power of the Gospel message. (1 Pet. 1:23-25) 
B. Scripture is essential to reveal God’s redeeming purpose and activity. (2 Pet. 3:15-16)
· Scripture gives us the opportunity to have eternal life. (John 20:31; 1 John 5:13)
C. But Scripture is only understandable to those who have the Spirit of God. (1 Cor. 2:12-14)

· God opens our minds to understand. (Luke 24:32; 44-45)
· God shines in our hearts to give us light. (2 Cor. 4:6)

· God enlightens our eyes so that we may know. (Eph. 1:17-19)
· God blesses us with revelation so that we can see. (Matt. 13:16; Luke 10:23-24)

· God gives us understanding. (2 Tim. 2:7; 1 John 5:20)

· God reveals what flesh and blood cannot perceive. (Matt. 16:17)
III.
SCRIPTURE IS PROFITABLE
A. Scripture is not trivial or empty, it is our very life. (Deut. 32:46-47a) 
B. Scripture gives us hope. (Rom. 15:4)
C. Scripture accomplishes God’s eternal purpose. (Isa. 55:11)
IV.
SCRIPTURE IS EFFECTIVE
A. Scripture initiates faith. (Rom. 10:17)
B. Scripture gives new spiritual life. (Matt. 4:4; Jam. 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23)
C. Scripture helps us grow spiritually. (1 Pet. 2:2)

D. Scripture sanctifies. (John 17:17)

E. Scripture searches the heart and convicts the mind. (Heb. 4:12)

F. Scripture liberates. (John 8:31-32)

G. Scripture refreshes and renews. (Psa. 119:25)

H. Scripture is the source of joy. (John 15:11; 17:13)

V.
SCRIPTURE IS APPLICABLE

A. In order to appropriate Scripture as God intends, we must actively, eagerly and willingly place ourselves under its authority.

· Far too often, when confronted by God’s Word, we have a ready explanation for why it doesn’t apply to us.

· Bible study is only an intellectual exercise until we apply the text to our lives.
· Biblical knowledge alone is not sufficient. (1 Cor. 8:1b)

· Blind obedience alone is not spiritual. (Col. 2:20-23)

B. Biblical application is transformational. (Psa. 19:7-8)
· We become Christ-like. (2 Cor. 3:18)
· We become holy. (1 Pet. 1:13-16; 2:4-5)
· We become spiritual. (Gal. 5:16-25) 
