THE MEANING IS WHAT THE AUTHOR INTENDED TO COMMUNICATE
“Do you understand what you are reading?” – Acts 8:30
0.
INTRODUCTION

A. 
The ordinary aim of reading is to grasp the meaning of the text.
B. 
The meaning of the biblical text is what the author intended to communicate by his words.
I.  
WE WILL ONLY GET THE CORRECT MEANING WHEN WE SEEK TO UNDERSTAND WHAT THE AUTHOR MEANT
A. The Corinthian church did not understand what Paul wrote in one of his early letters and he later had to write and correct their misunderstandings. (1 Cor. 5:9-11)
· He had told them not to associate with sexually immoral people and some thought he meant not to associate with unbelievers outside the church. (1 Cor. 5:10)
· He clarified that he had meant not to associate with sexually immoral people inside the church. (1 Cor. 5:11)
B. Jesus’ disciples did not always understand what Jesus said and Jesus would have to clarify Himself to correct their misunderstandings. (John 11:11-14)
· He had told them that Lazarus had fallen asleep and that He was going to awaken him.  (John 11:11)

· The disciples thought that Lazarus was actually sleeping and Jesus had to tell them plainly that Lazarus had died. (John 11:13-14)
II.
WE WILL ONLY GET THE CORRECT MEANING WHEN WE READ SCRIPTURE WITH AN ATTITUDE OF HUMILITY
A. We must admit that without Christ we can do nothing. (John 15:5)

B. We must pray for God’s help in understanding the text. (Psa. 119:18)
C. We must be willing for Scripture to be the means for making us less ignorant. (Psa. 25:9)
D. We must recognize that the authority of Scripture is the objective reality outside of us that we must submit to. (Jam. 1:21)
· We must accept that the meaning of the text is objective and fixed and that meanings of texts cannot be changed or manipulated so that we can escape teachings we don’t like.

· When we interpret a text for what it means to us, (i.e., when we create our own meaning), we are placing our own thoughts above Scripture.

III.
WE WILL ALMOST ALWAYS GET THE CORRECT MEANING WHEN WE READ A SCRIPTURE PASSAGE LITERALLY
A. The first rule of interpretation is to take the words in their normal, natural, literal sense.
· Words are absolutely indispensable to an accurate communication of ideas.
· The Holy Spirit directed the Biblical writers to use precisely the right words to give God’s exact revelation to mankind. (2 Pet. 1:21)
B. Take words at their face value and give them meanings which you would normally expect of them: “God says what He means and means what He says.”
IV.
WE OFTEN WILL ONLY GET THE CORRECT MEANING WHEN WE READ A SCRIPTURE PASSAGE WITH A VIEW OF THE CONTEXT
A. The second rule of interpretation is to consider the verse in light of the surrounding passage. 

· The context is vital to our understanding of God’s revealed truth.
· We must understand how the surrounding text influences the words used.
B. When we quote Scripture out of context, we can completely miss the truth, or sometimes, even assert the opposite!
C. Some examples of passages that are clarified by the surrounding text:

· Does the Psalmist actually mean in Psa. 121:1 that our strength comes from the hills? (vs. 2)

· Does Jesus mean in Matt. 7:1 that we should never make judgments about sin in another’s life? (vs. 5)  Does Matt. 7:1 conflict with John 7:24?
· Does Jesus mean in John 14:28 that He is not God? (John 8:58; 14:1; 17:21-22)
· Does Paul mean in Phil. 4:13 that we can be successful in everything we undertake? (vs. 12)

· Does John mean in 1 John 3:9 that Christians never sin? (1 John 1:8)
· Is Rev. 3:20 a call to salvation? (vs. 14-21) 

