     The indispensible place of prayer
“Open my eyes, that I may see wondrous things from Your law.” – Psa. 119:18
0.
INTRODUCTION

A.
Prayer is the path to understanding Scripture according to the Psalmist in Psalm 119:
· Seven times he prays that God would teach him the Scriptures. (Psa. 119:12, 26, 33, 64, 66, 68 & 124)

· Five times he prays that God would give him understanding. (Psa. 119:27, 34, 73, 125, & 169)
B.
It is possible to be a believer and not understand Scripture. (Heb. 5:11-13)

· A believer can be dull of hearing, resulting in spiritual immaturity. (vs. 11-12)
· For the spiritually dull, learning is difficult indicating a lack of understanding. (vs. 11)

· For the spiritually dull, elementary principles continuously need to be retaught. (vs. 12)

· For the spiritually dull, there is hunger for milk rather than solid food. (vs. 13a)

· For the spiritually dull, there is little skill in the handling of God’s word. (vs. 13b)

· However, dullness of hearing can be corrected. (Heb. 5:14-6:1)

· We can begin to eat solid food and gain discernment. (vs. 14)
· We can move on from the elementary principles of Christianity. (vs. 1a)
· We can understand more than just the elementary gospel message. (vs. 1b)

I.  
WE SHOULD PRAY THAT GOD WOULD GIVE US THE DESIRE TO READ SCRIPTURE (Psa. 119:36)
A. We need to understand that worldliness and materialism cause us to desire other things, and thereby choke the Word out of our lives. (Mark 4:19)
· When we do not read the Word of God regularly, it is because we are bent on other desires; our desires will govern our life. (Matt. 6:21) 
· If our desires are selfish, they will inevitably result in sin. (Jam. 1:14-15; Ezek. 14:3)
B. In order to read the Word of God regularly, we must have the desire to read it. (Psa. 19:7-10) 
· We have to come to the point where we desire the Word of God the way newborn infants long for their mothers’ milk. (1 Pet. 2:2)
· We have to come to the point that we delight in the Word so much that we meditate on God’s Word day and night. (Psa. 1:2)
· Even when our minds delight in the law, believers can struggle to maintain a consistent time in God’s Word. (Rom. 7:22-23)

· Even if we have the desire to read Scripture, we should pray for God’s help that Scripture reading would become a priority of our heart and mind. (Jere. 31:33b) 
II.
WE SHOULD PRAY THAT GOD WOULD GIVE US EYES TO SEE (Psa. 119:18) 
A. It is important to note that there are treasures in God’s Word that the natural mind cannot see.   (1 Cor. 2:14)
· God intentionally hides His wisdom from natural man. (Matt. 11:25; 13:13)

B. There is a divine teaching that must occur if we are going to truly understand Scripture.
· God the Father will teach us God’s Word. (Matt. 16:17; John 6:45)

· God the Son will teach us God’s Word. (1 Cor. 2:16; 2 Tim. 2:7) 
· God the Holy Spirit will teach us God’s Word. (John 14:26; 16:13; 1 Cor. 2:10-13) 

C. Enablement to understand Scripture comes through divine teaching. (1 Tim. 1:12-13) 
· We should pray that we would be given the spirit of wisdom and that our eyes of understanding would be enlightened. (Eph. 1:17-18)

· We should pray for God’s help to grasp the basis meaning of the text. (1 John 2:27)
· We should pray for God’s help that we remain focused as we read.

III.
WE SHOULD PRAY THAT GOD WOULD HELP US TO APPLY SCRIPTURE (Ezek. 36:27) 
A. One of the goals of Scripture reading is our sanctification. (John 17:17)

· Scripture can transform our lives. (Psa. 19:7-8)

· Scripture can search our hearts and convict our minds. (Heb. 4:12)
B. We should pray that God would lead us where He wants us to go. (Psa. 5:8; 23:3; 25:5; 119:35)

· Note that God does not lead us by compulsion. (Psa. 32:8-9)

C. We should pray that we would walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, bearing fruit in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God. (Col. 1:9-10)
