Most assuredly, i say to you:
“Hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” – John 1:51
0. INTRODUCTION 

A. The use of the preparatory words “Amen, amen, I say unto you”, when given by Jesus, confirms that the following statement is true, sure, binding, and of utmost importance.
B. Jesus made twenty such statements in the Gospel of John that begin with these words. 
· In the King James Version, these words are translated “Verily, verily, I say unto you.”
· In the New King James Version, these words are translated “Most assuredly, I say to you”.

· In the English Standard Version and in the New American Standard Bible, they are translated “Truly, truly, I say to you”.

C. Jesus is emphasizing a statement of profound truth that we need to know and understand.
D. Whenever we read a statement by Christ that is prefaced by the double “amen”, it is time to pay close attention and to submit to the truth we have just received.

I. THE OCCASION OF THE STATEMENT– Read John. 1:29-51
A. Jesus had just been baptized by John the Baptist. (vs. 29-34)
B. For the next three days, people made some important claims about Jesus.
· John the Baptist: “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” (vs. 29)

· John the Baptist: “This is the Son of God.” (vs. 34)

· Andrew: “We have found the Messiah.” (vs. 41)

· Philip: “We have found Him of whom Moses wrote in the law, and also the prophets wrote.” (vs. 45)

· Nathaniel: “Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” (vs. 49) 

III. THE MEANING OF THE STATEMENT
A. Jesus was probably alluding to Jacob’s dream, in which Jacob saw angels ascending and descending from heaven on a ladder. (Gen. 28:12)
B. The point of this statement is that Jesus is the link between heaven and earth. (John 14:6)
· Jesus is the One who descended from heaven and then ascended into heaven. (John 3:13; 13:3; 16:28)
· Jesus is the Word-incarnate; He is the totality of God’s thoughts, ideas, opinions, will, and emotions. (John 1:14a)
· Jesus is the expression of God’s person; He is the perfect personification of the abstract idealism of God. (Heb. 1:3)

· Jesus is the glory of the Father; He is the outshining of the Father’s glory. (John 1:14b   ; 17:24)

· Jesus has explained God the Father. (John 1:18)

· It is through Jesus Christ, the image of the invisible God, that God was revealed. (Col. 1:15)
· Jesus is the only one qualified to explain God to man. (Matt. 11:27)

· Jesus made God visible with a clarity never before seen or known. (John 14:7-9)

· God the Son was the only One who has seen God the Father. (John 6:46)

· God the Son was authorized to speak for God the Father. (Heb. 1:1-2)

· Jesus is the revealer of heavenly truth to men. (John 1:17; 14:6)

· The truth is in Jesus. (Eph. 4:21)

· Jesus has given us understanding so that we might know Him who is true. (1 John 5:20)
· Jesus gave us the words of God. (John 17:8)

· Jesus is the bread of God who gives eternal life to the world. (John 6:33; 50-51, 58)

· Jesus is the one mediator between God and men. (1 Tim. 2:5)

· Until the coming of Jesus, there was no mediator between God and man. (Job 9:33)

· Because Jesus is the only mediator, all must come to God through Him. (Acts 4:12)
· Jesus’ work as mediator is best seen in the words “through Jesus Christ” when God equips us with everything good so that we may do His will. (Heb. 13:21)
