THE GARDEN EXPERIENCE – HIS DECISION
Matthew 26:36-46 
0. COMPARISION BETWEEN THE MOUNTAIN TOP EXPERIENCE AND THE GARDEN EXPERIENCE 
·   Both are key events in that they were recorded multiple times:

· Mount of Transfiguration (Matt. 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36)

· Garden of Gethsemane (Matt. 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:39-46; John 18:1)

·   Both occurred on a mountain: Mount Hermon (Luke 9:28); Mount of Olives. (Matt. 26:30)
·   Both occurred when Jesus went aside to pray. (Luke 9:28; Matt. 26:39) 
·   Both were witnessed by the same three men: Peter, James & John. (Luke 9:28; Matt. 26:37)
·   Both were a turning point in Jesus life: after one, Jesus set his face to go to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51); after the other, Jesus was led away to be crucified. (Matt. 26:57)
·   Both had a profound effect on Christ: during one, He was glorified (Luke 9:29); during the other, He was deeply distressed. (Matt. 26:38)
I.     JESUS CHRIST IN SORROW (vs. 36-38) – “He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed.”
A. Jesus always knew that He had come to die for the sins of the world. (Matt. 20:28; 26:28) 
· He had told His disciples He was going to be rejected by the chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised on the third day. (Matt. 26:31-32; Luke 9:22)

· At His Transfiguration, He had discussed His coming departure with Moses and Elijah which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. (Luke 9:31)
B. Here in the garden, with the hour fast approaching, His anguish intensified as never before. 
· He was “exceedingly sorrowful” even to the point of death. (Matt. 26:38)
· His agony was so intense that His capillaries dilated and burst. (Luke 22:44)
· He knew that having to become sin was an unbearably excruciating prospect for One who was holy and knew no sin. (2 Cor. 5:21; 1 John 3:5)
· He knew that He would have to face a loneliness that no other man could possibly experience when He would find Himself forsaken by His Father. (Matt. 27:46)
 II.    JESUS CHRIST IN SUPPLICATION (vs. 39-45a) – “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.  … O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done.” 
A. The cup of wrath.
· The cup symbolized the suffering Jesus would endure on the cross as the sacrificial Lamb of God; it was God’s full fury vented against all the accumulated sins of man. (Heb. 2:9)
· Jesus would drink the cup of God’s wrath for us so that He could deliver us from the wrath we deserve. (1 Thes. 1:10; 5:9)
B. The will of God.
· The will of the Son of God in His divine nature is identical to the will of His Father.

· When Jesus speaks of His will, it is about the volitional activity of His human nature. 
· In His divine mind, He knew there was no other way. (Acts 2:23; 3:18; 4:27-28)

· In His human mind, He now understood this be would the ultimate sacrifice. (Psa. 22:1-2; Isa. 53:4,10-11)
· The Father sent the Son to the cross, but He did not force Him to go. (John 10:17-18)
· Jesus humbled Himself and chose to be obedient by dying on the cross. (Phil. 2:8)

C. The temptation by Satan.

· Jesus knew in the Upper Room that He would soon face Satan. (John 14:30) 

· Satan’s intent was to lead Christ away from the cross God had planned. (Matt. 16:21-23)
· Satan undoubtedly tempted Jesus to demand His rights to avoid the cross since He was both the Creator of life and absolutely sinless and therefore did not deserve to face death.
D. The prayer of Jesus.

· Jesus prayed to overcome temptation and obey God’s will. (Heb. 5:7-9)
III.    JESUS CHRIST IN STRENGTH (vs. 45b-46) – “Rise, let us be going.”
A. Rather than being weakened and deterred by the temptations, Jesus became stronger and more resolved. (Mark 14:48-49)
B. Instead of waiting for His enemies to come to Him, He went out to meet them. (John 18:4)
